
Serve the Lord with gladness!
Come before His presence with singing.

PSALM 100:2

These words are inscribed above the Princeton University Chapel arch  
under which all Westminster students pass in the Commencement procession.
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Rider University Statement of Community Values
In our endeavor to make Rider University a just community, we commit ourselves, as caring individuals, to the  
following principles:
• that our rigorous intellectual life nourishes our minds and spirits;
• that no person travels these halls as a stranger;
• that integrity of word and deed forms the foundation of all relationships;
• that we recognize that real leadership is derived from service to others;
• that we celebrate our differences for they are our strength;
• �that we are proud of this special place, entrusted to us by past generations, nurtured by us for future ones;
• that we share not one Truth, but respect our common pursuit for understanding;
• �and through the time we spend here, we are forever joined to each other and to Rider University.

Adopted on University Day, April 12, 2001

•

Rider University wishes to express appreciation to  
President Christopher L. Eisgruber and Princeton University  

for the use of the Chapel for this ceremony.
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Rider University Board of Trustees
Chair: Robert S. Schimek ’87
Vice Chair: John Guarino ’82

Secretary: Christopher Nikolich ’92
President: Gregory G. Dell’Omo

Alberto Baptiste ’80
Louise Hall Beard WCC ’71

F. Christopher Carothers ’91, ’94
Robert Christie ’76

Jeffrey Cornelius WCC ’70
E. Bruce DiDonato ’76
Molly O’Neil Frank

Michael B. Kennedy ’72, ’75
Thomas J. Lynch ’75
Thomas Marino ’69
Terry McEwen ’98

Thomas M. Mulhare ’70 
Gary Neubeck ’76, ’82
Lewis J. Pepperman

Denise Petitta ’86, ’91
Barry Rabner

William M. Rue ’69 
Colleen (Stacy) Shapiro

Gary L. Shapiro ’72 
Arthur J. Stainman ’65 

Alan Wexler ’85, ’90

Westminster Choir College 
Student Government Association Executive Board

President: Gillian Erlenborn
Vice President: Benjamin Norkus

Treasurer: Lydia Stepanoff
Secretary: Emilio Chase

Senior Class Officers
President: Joshua Acampado
Vice President: Kate Miksits

Treasurer: Julia Nigro
Secretary: Alyssa Davis
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Westminster Choir College Alumni Council
President: James Busby ’85, ’92

Vice President: Anthony M. Celentano ’78, ’80
Secretary: Thomas E. Faracco ’71, ’79
Past President: Constance M. Fee ’71

Anthony C. Baron ’11
Elizabeth M. Bewie ’02

Laurie Eisenbrown Bischof ’90
Justin Cook ’11

Dr. Jody Doktor Velloso ’97
Robert Ivey ’58, ’59

Robert A. McCormick ’01
Glenn Osborne ’94

Dr. Christopher Samuel ’80, ’82
Jonathan Slawson ’09

Dr. Betsy Cook Weber ’82

•



5

Program

PLEASE HOLD ALL APPLAUSE UNTIL THE CONCLUSION OF COMMENCEMENT

BRASS: Fanfare for the Lord Mayor of London� Arthur Bliss
(1891 – 1975)

Solid Brass
Joe Miller, conductor

ORGAN: Symphony No. 3 in F Sharp Minor, Op. 28� Louis Vierne
     Final� (1870 – 1937)

Michael P. Ryan ’18, organ

HANDBELLS: Passacaglia    � Georg Friedrich Händel 
(1685 – 1759)

trans. William H. Griffin
Westminster Concert Bell Choir

Kathleen Ebling Shaw ’85, conductor

BRASS AND ORGAN: Feierlicher Einzug� Richard Strauss
� (1864 – 1949)  

arr. Daniel Beckwith ’77, ’79
Solid Brass

Robert A. McCormick ’01, organ
James Jordan, conductor

ORGAN: Six études pour orgue, Op. 5� Jeanne Demessieux
     6. Octaves 	 (1921 – 1968)

Jerrick Cavagnaro ’18, organ

INTROIT: Only in Sleep� Ēriks Ešenvalds
(b. 1977)

Westminster Chapel Choir 
Amanda Quist, conductor

FANFARE: Fanfare for the Common Man� Aaron Copland
(1900 – 1990)

Solid Brass Ensemble 
Joe Miller, conductor

PROCESSION: Processional� Warren Martin ’36, MM’38
(1916 – 1982)

Robert A. McCormick ’01, organ

INTRODUCTION� DonnaJean Fredeen
Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs

INVOCATION� Nancy Ross-Zimmerman ’77  
Associate Pastor

Northminster Presbyterian Church
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HYMN: Rejoice Ye Pure in Heart *     � Vineyard Haven
Richard Dirksen

(1921 – 2003)
Amanda Quist, conductor

WELCOME� Gregory G. Dell’Omo
� President of the University

ANTHEM: Chichester Psalms� Leonard Bernstein
     I. Psalm 108, verse 2; Psalm 100� (1918 – 1990)

Amanda Quist, conductor

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS� Allison Vulgamore 

ANTHEM OF THE GRADUATING CLASSES: To Harvest Flowers			                                   Douglas Byler ’19	 
(b. 1988)

Chelsea Sardoni ’18, conductor

CHARGE TO THE DEGREE CANDIDATES� Joe Miller

ANTHEM: Anthem of Dedication� Martin 
Joe Miller, conductor

PRESENTATION OF DEGREE CANDIDATES� DonnaJean Fredeen
Marshall Onofrio

Dean of the College
Frank Abrahams

Interim Associate Dean of the College                 

CONFERRING OF DEGREES IN COURSE	 Gregory G. Dell’Omo

Master of Music
Master of Music Education
Master of Voice Pedagogy  

Bachelor of Music/Master of Arts in Teaching
Bachelor of Music

Bachelor of Arts in Music

PRESENTATION OF DISTINGUISHED TEACHING AWARD:� DonnaJean Fredeen
	

Kathy Kessler Price

PRESENTATION OF HONORARY DEGREE CANDIDATE: � Jeffrey Cornelius ’70	
� Trustee of the University

CONFERRING OF HONORARY DEGREE: � Gregory G. Dell’Omo	
Allison Vulgamore

ANTHEM: Verleih’ uns Frieden � Felix Mendelssohn
(1809 – 1847)

James Jordan, conductor

*All who are willing and able are invited to stand and join in singing at the signal of the conductor.
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HYMN: All People That on Earth Do Dwell *           � Old Hundredth
attrib. Louis Bourgeois 

(c. 1510 – c. 1561)
arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams 

transcribed for brass by Eric Plutz ’89
James Jordan, conductor

CLOSING WORDS: Go in Peace� Lauralynn Bellamy
James Busby ’85, ’92

BENEDICTION: The Lord Bless You and Keep You� Peter Christian Lutkin 
(1858 – 1931)

Thomas Faracco ’71 ’79, conductor

RETIRING PROCESSION: Pictures at an Exhibition� Modest Mussorgsky
     The Great Gate of Kiev� (1839 – 1881)

adapted from Ravel’s orchestration  
for brass, organ and percussion  

by Douglas Haislip
Gerald S. Custer ’75, conductor

ORGAN POSTLUDE: Symphony No. 1, Op.14� Vierne
     Final

Robert A. McCormick ’01, organ

•

Participants in the Ceremony
Solid Brass Ensemble

Robert A. Ivey ’58, Mace Bearer
Tom T. Shelton, Jr., Chief Marshal

Frank Abrahams, President’s Party Marshal
Scott Hoerl, Administration Marshal
Margaret Cusack, Faculty Marshal

Joseph G. Beck ’59, Alumni Marshal
Daniel T. Wells ’18, Gonfalonier
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WORDS: Edward Hayes Plumptree 
MUSIC: Richard Dirksen

 

Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart

Vineyard Haven 
All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-713820
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WORDS: William Kethe 
MUSIC: attrib. Louis Bourgeois (c. 1510-c. 1561) 

All People That on Earth Do Dwell

Old Hundredth 
All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-713820
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Commencement Address

Allison Vulgamore

Throughout her career at some of the country’s largest and most prestigious orchestras, Allison Vulgamore has 
demonstrated strategic and collaborative leadership with a global vision. During her tenure as CEO and president 
of The Philadelphia Orchestra from 2010 to 2018, Vulgamore navigated a radically changing cultural environment 
and financial landscape, bringing greater stability to the world-renowned Orchestra while maintaining the artistic 
excellence and exceptional performances for which the celebrated ensemble is known. 

An artistic visionary, she recognized the extraordinary promise of conductor Yannick Nézet-Séguin, and within 
her first six months in the job, successfully recruited him to serve as the Orchestra’s music director. Under 
Vulgamore’s leadership, the Orchestra expanded its global ambassadorship, ensuring its legacy of cultural diplomacy 
and excellence on world stages and building international partnerships that create new revenue streams. The 
Orchestra’s historic connection with the People’s Republic of China thrived under her leadership. Through her 
efforts, a successful partnership with the National Centre for the Performing Arts in Beijing will run through 
2022. Vulgamore also was the American signatory to Memoranda of Understanding with the Capital Province 
of Ulaanbaatar of the Republic of Mongolia, the Shanghai Oriental Art Center, and the Shanghai Media Group, 
arranging for Philadelphia Orchestra performances, residency activities, and the people-to-people cultural exchange 
that has become a hallmark of The Philadelphia Orchestra’s touring — and has been recognized by the U.S. 
Department of State.  
 
An innovative thinker, Vulgamore strengthened audience development through a diversified mix of concert programs 
and offerings, as well as new technologies. She cultivated future audiences through eZseatU and Young Friends 
programs, and enhanced concert experiences with the interactive LiveNote app and unique “theater of a concert” 
presentations featuring dramatic multimedia and lighting effects and theatrical elements. To offer additional access to 
performances, she launched Orchestra on Demand, an online digital portal of the Orchestra’s recorded concerts. 

Vulgamore, an educational thought leader, expanded the Orchestra’s commitment to community service, launching 
HEAR, a series of collaborative learning initiatives that represent the most comprehensive and dynamic community 
outreach in the Orchestra’s recent history. Spanning four categories — Health, Education, Access, and Research 
— HEAR is a portfolio of programs that promotes wellness, champions music education, eliminates barriers to 
accessing the Orchestra, and maximizes impact through research, all throughout the Philadelphia region. 

A trained musician and student of voice, Vulgamore began her career with The Philadelphia Orchestra in 1981, 
following her graduation from the inaugural class of the American Symphony Orchestra League’s Orchestra 
Management Fellowship Program. She then served in leadership roles with the New York Philharmonic and the 
National Symphony Orchestra. Before returning to Philadelphia, she spent over 16 years as president and CEO of 
the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra.

During her tenure in Atlanta, Vulgamore transformed the orchestra through unprecedented fundraising, earned 
revenue expansion, and the establishment of an inclusive culture of communication and cooperation among 
diverse constituencies. 

An alumna of Oberlin College with a Bachelor of Music, Vulgamore received an Honorary Doctor of Music from 
the college in 2015 and is an honorary trustee, having served on the school’s board for 12 years. 
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Charge to the Degree Candidates

Joe Miller

Joe Miller is conductor of two of America’s most renowned choral ensembles: the Westminster Choir and the 
Westminster Symphonic Choir.  He is also director of choral activities at Westminster Choir College of Rider 
University.  In addition to his responsibilities at Westminster, Dr. Miller is artistic director for choral activities for 
the renowned Spoleto Festival USA and director of the Philadelphia Symphonic Choir. 
 
His 2017 – 2018 season with the Westminster Choir has included a concert tour of the Midwest; performances 
and broadcasts at its home in Princeton; its annual residency at the Spoleto Festival USA and the release of a new 
recording. The choir’s 2016 – 2017 season included performances of Julia Wolfe’s Pulitzer Prize-winning Anthracite 
Fields at the historic Roebling WireWorks as part of Westminster’s Transforming Space project, as well as concerts at 
the World Symposium on Choral Music in Barcelona.

Dr. Miller’s recording with the Westminster Choir, The Heart’s Reflection: Music of Daniel Elder, was hailed by 
Minnesota Public Radio’s Classical Notes as “simply astounding.”  His debut recording with the ensemble, Flower 
of Beauty, received four stars from Choir & Organ magazine and earned critical praise from American Record Guide, 
which described the Westminster Choir as “the gold standard for academic choirs in America.” 
 
Performances by Joe Miller and the Westminster Choir at the Spoleto Festival USA have earned critical praise.  The 
New York Times described their 2014 performance of John Adams’ El Niño as “superb” and wrote, “Meticulously 
prepared … the chorus was remarkable for its precision, unanimity and power.”  The Wall Street Journal praised 
the same performance, crediting “the fine Westminster Choir and the Spoleto Festival USA Orchestra, under the 
direction of Joe Miller.”  The Post and Courier wrote about their 2015 performance of Bach’s St. Matthew Passion, 
“This was an evening of near-flawless execution and many moments of ravishing beauty and power. It will go down 
as a highlight (maybe even THE highlight) of this year’s festival, and, I think, as the work with which Joe Miller 
established his credentials to lead an extended choral/orchestral masterwork, not just recreating Bach’s music but also 
putting his own interpretive stamp on the whole.” 
 
As conductor of the Westminster Symphonic Choir, Dr. Miller has collaborated with some of the world’s leading 
orchestras and conductors, earning him critical praise. The New York Times wrote about the Symphonic Choir’s 
performance of Mahler’s Symphony No. 2 with the Cleveland Orchestra,  “Joe Miller's Westminster Symphonic 
Choir was subtle when asked and powerful when turned loose.” Recent seasons have included performances with 
the Philharmoniker Berliner and Sir Simon Rattle; The Philadelphia Orchestra and Yannick Nézet-Séguin; and the 
Simón Bolívar Symphony Orchestra of Venezuela and Gustavo Dudamel.

Dr. Miller is also artistic director and conductor of the Westminster Summer Choral Festival, a program that offers 
professional-level choral and vocal artists the opportunity to explore challenging works for one week each summer 
on the Westminster campus in Princeton. 
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Distinguished Teacher Award

Kathy Kessler Price

Kathy Kessler Price, associate professor of Voice at Westminster Choir College of Rider University, teaches 
voice pedagogy courses and applied voice.  She also directs the Presser Voice Laboratory and the summer Voice 
Pedagogy Institute. A native of Richmond, Va., she earned her bachelor’s degree at The University of Richmond 
in Voice Performance and Music Education, her Master of Voice Performance from The University of Maryland 
(College Park), and her Ph.D. in Voice Pedagogy from The University of Kansas. She previously served as voice 
area coordinator and assistant professor of Music at Mississippi State University, coordinated the School of Music 
Vocology Laboratory at The University of Kansas, and worked as an intern in Clinical Voice Assessment at the 
University of Kansas Medical Center. Additionally, Dr. Price has taught voice and diction at William Jewell College 
in Missouri and at Northern Virginia Community College (Alexandria Campus), where she was also the choral 
director. She is a founding member of the Washington Vocal Consortium, and she conducts the acclaimed D.C. 
women’s ensemble Philomela, whose 2018 recording celebrates music for children.

Dr. Price has performed as a soloist at The Kennedy Center Concert Hall, Carnegie Hall, The National Museum for 
Women in the Arts and in a solo concert tour of the Czech Republic, and she has sung and conducted at The White 
House. Most recently, Dr. Price was a guest artist and clinician at The Academy of the Arts in Osejik and Zagreb, 
Croatia. She has twice judged the Lav Mirski International Voice Competition and hosted faculty from Osejik 
at Westminster, and she has coordinated performances by Westminster students in Croatia. She served as soloist 
and clinician at the Festival Internacional de Música de Campina Grande in Brazil, and at numerous colleges and 
universities throughout the U.S.  A frequent performer at the Embassy of the Czech Republic in Washington, D.C., 
Dr. Price most recently sang the title role in a concert version of Dvořak's Rusalka.

Her current research interests include the lifespan of female singing voices focusing on menopausal vocal 
transitions, the aging voice, voice assessment procedures for colleges and universities, historical vocal pedagogy 
with particular emphasis on female pedagogues, and the role of voice teachers in interdisciplinary voice habilitation 
and rehabilitation. She has refereed presentations at the Voice Foundation Symposiums, National Association of 
Teachers of Singing Conventions, International Physiology and Acoustics of Singing Conferences, the Phenomenon 
of Singing International Conferences, the Music Educators Association National Conferences, and various regional 
and state chapters of the American Choral Directors Association. Her writings have been published in the Journal 
of Research in Music Education and the NATS Journal of Singing. Dr. Price was awarded a research fellowship at The 
University of Kansas, and she was one of two national recipients of the 2010 National Association of Teachers of 
Singing Vocal Pedagogy Award. She is a member of  Phi Beta Kappa, Mortar Board, Pi Kappa Lambda, Phi Kappa 
Phi, AGMA, and NATS. 

She counts among her greatest joys the opportunity to teach and mentor her wonderful students at Westminster 
Choir College. Her students perform opera, art song and musical theater, present voice research in national and 
international venues, and they teach new generations of singers to carry forward the legacy of beautiful music-
making through song. 
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Degree Candidates
The following is a list of candidates for degrees. Indication of graduation honors is based upon the cumulative grade 
point average after the conclusion of the fall semester. The official roster of degree recipients and the final calculation 
of graduation honors are recorded in the Office of the Registrar of the University.

•

Degree candidates with this symbol completed their degree requirements in December 2017.

Degree candidates with this symbol completed their degree requirements in January 2018.

Degree candidates with this symbol are expected to complete their degree requirements by August 2018.

+

#

*
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Master of Music
Gonzalo Andrés Aguilar 
Valdizán +
Piano Pedagogy and Performance
with distinction

Kathryn Mackenzie Avery
Voice Pedagogy and Performance
with distinction

Audric Jonathan Baal
Piano Pedagogy and Performance
with distinction

Amanda Irene Blue
Voice Pedagogy and Performance
with distinction

Brian Devlin Boeshore
Voice Pedagogy and Performance
with distinction

Roxy Star Callan
Voice Pedagogy and Performance

Llora Gwen Cartwright
Voice Pedagogy and Performance

Robert Nicholas Colby-Witanek
Piano Pedagogy and Performance

Andrew Leslie Cooper
Choral Conducting
with distinction

Alyce E. Daubenspeck
Voice Pedagogy and Performance
with distinction

Aaron C. Eaves
Voice Pedagogy and Performance
with distinction

William James Ekstrom +
Composition
with distinction

Natalie D’Anne Glendening
Voice Pedagogy and Performance
with distinction

Dinesh Manohar Gurpur
Choral Conducting

Jennifer M. Halliday
Voice Pedagogy and Performance
with distinction

Erika Eden Christina  
Harrington
Voice Pedagogy and Performance

Sergio Ivan Hernandez
Voice Pedagogy and Performance

Lucy Hole
Sacred Music

Kenita Alani Hopper 
Voice Pedagogy and Performance

Laura C. Isabella
Voice Pedagogy and Performance
with distinction

Rosetta Nicole Isnardi +
Piano Pedagogy and Performance

Ryan Thomas Kennedy
Voice Pedagogy and Performance

Scott Koven
Choral Conducting 
with distinction

Sinhaeng Lee *
Choral Conducting
with distinction

Dyanne Sadara Lile *
Voice Pedagogy and Performance

Natalia Otari Mamardashvili
Piano Performance
with distinction

Katherine Caroline McDaniel
Voice Pedagogy and Performance
with distinction

Carlo Olmos *
Voice Pedagogy and Performance

Francisco L. Ortiz Ramos +
Choral Conducting

Eunyoung Park *
Sacred Music

Jinqiu Pei
Voice Pedagogy and Performance
with distinction

Courtney Athena Pendleton *
Voice Pedagogy and Performance

Elissa Ann Pfaender
Voice Pedagogy and Performance
with distinction

Kaarin Record Leach
Piano Accompanying and Coaching
with distinction

Kimberly A. Reinagel
Voice Pedagogy and Performance
with distinction

Elizabeth Rose Robbins
Voice Pedagogy and Performance
with distinction

Brittany Marcei Rumph
Voice Pedagogy and Performance

Christina R Santa Maria
Voice Pedagogy and Performance
with distinction

Dorothy Aija Shrader
Voice Pedagogy and Performance
American and Public Musicology
with distinction

Alexander William Simon
Choral Conducting
with distinction

Julie Ann Susi *
American and Public Musicology

Yasmine Tamar Swanson
Voice Pedagogy and Performance
with distinction

Suqing Tan #
Piano Pedagogy and Performance

Erica Phanthoupheng Tran
Piano Pedagogy and Performance

Lizao Wang
Sacred Music

Sarah D Welker
Voice Pedagogy and Performance

Dwight Edward Weaver
Choral Conducting
with distinction

Michael L. Wisnosky
Voice Pedagogy and Performance
with distinction

Margaret Taylor Woods
Voice Pedagogy and Performance
with distinction
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Master of Music Education
Emily Elizabeth DiUglio *
Peter Frederick Heckman Jr.

Ashley Elizabeth Leland *
Christopher Alan Loeffler
with distinction

Morgan Elizabeth Luttig
with distinction

Amanda Clarfield Newell # 

Master of Voice Pedagogy
John Monroe Briggs *
with distinction

Michelle DeFrancesco Bythrow *
with distinction

Sarah Alicia Hunter
with distinction

Erin Amanda Martin *
with distinction

Pamela Harvey Pilch
with distinction

Cory Michael Pinto *
with distinction

Janet Stone
with distinction

April Dawn Young
with distinction

Bachelor of Music/Master of Arts in Teaching
Katherine Allyse Angelli
B.M. – magna cum laude

Brian Kyle Blackburn
B.M. – summa cum laude

Jesse Borower
B.M. – summa cum laude
M.A.T. – with distinction

Destiny Cree Cooper
Olivia Isabelle de Geofroy +
B.M. – summa cum laude
M.A.T. – with distinction
Baccalaureate Honors

Gillian Erlenborn *
B.M. – summa cum laude
M.A.T. – with distinction
Baccalaureate Honors

Neathery Martha Fuller
B.M. – summa cum laude
M.A.T. – with distinction

Megan Holmquist
B.M. – summa cum laude
M.A.T. – with distinction

Evan Clay Kelly
B.M. – summa cum laude
M.A.T. – with distinction

Rebecca Lynn Mack
B.M. – summa cum laude
M.A.T. – with distinction

Benjamin Keith Norkus *
B.M. – summa cum laude
M.A.T. –with distinction

Michelle Lynn Palladino +
B.M. – magna cum laude

Kristin Alexandra Schenk
B.M. – summa cum laude
M.A.T. – with distinction

Emily Nicole Sebastian *
B.M. – magna cum laude

Omar André Soto
B.M. – summa cum laude

Lydia Pavlovna Stepanoff *
B.M. – summa cum laude
M.A.T. – with distinction

Daniel T. Wells *
B.M. – summa cum laude
M.A.T. – with distinction
Baccalaureate Honors
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Bachelor of Music
Joshua Anthony Silvestre 
Acampado
Music Education
magna cum laude

Aldo Andrés Aranzulla
Music Education
Voice Performance
summa cum laude

Margaret Louise Bergmark
Voice Performance
magna cum laude

Liana K. Booker +
Music Education

Micaela L. Bottari
Voice Performance
summa cum laude

John Charles Burke
Voice Performance

Katharine Teresa Burns
Voice Performance
cum laude

Aaron J. Cafaro
Music Education
magna cum laude

Rebecca Carroll
Music Education
cum laude

Jerrick Michael Cavagnaro
Organ Performance
Sacred Music
summa cum laude

Marisa L. Curcio *
Music Education
summa cum laude

Alyssa Colwell Davis
Voice Performance
summa cum laude

Miguel Angel De Jesus
Sacred Music
magna cum laude

David George Falatok *
Sacred Music
cum laude

John Robert Franek *
Theory/Composition
Piano
summa cum laude

Aidan Christopher Gent *
Voice Performance

David Lee Grossman
Theory/Composition
summa cum laude

Gabriel Albert Harley
Music Education
magna cum laude

Julia Katherine Henry *
Music Education

Lauren Elizabeth Johnson
Music Education
Sacred Music
summa cum laude
Baccalaureate Honors

Maggie Lynne Kaetzel
Music Education

Michael G. Kiesling
Voice Performance

James Armstrong Kinzel
Theory/Composition
magna cum laude
Baccalaureate Honors

Hyun Kyung Lim *
Voice Performance
cum laude

Thomas Clark Marvil
Sacred Music
magna cum laude

Michael Stephen McCormick
Music Education
summa cum laude

Abigail Moira Merk
Voice Performance
magna cum laude

Jonathan Paul Nazario
Music Education
magna cum laude

Julia Patricia Nigro
Music Education
magna cum laude

Kathleen Honoria O’Mara
Voice Performance

Joshua Michael Palagyi
Voice Performance

Jeremy Christopher Robert Reed *
Theory/Composition
summa cum laude

Michael P. Ryan
Organ Performance
Sacred Music
magna cum laude

Andrea Isadora Salazar 
Maldonado #
Voice Performance

Chelsea Sardoni
Music Education
magna cum laude

Peter N Schertz *
Sacred Music

Yasmin Christina Siglam
Music Education
summa cum laude

Kamala N Silvey
Music Education
summa cum laude

Tyler Matthew Smalling
Music Education
cum laude

Cecelia Diane Snow *
Music Education

McKenzie Paige Sterner
Music Education
summa cum laude

Pauline M. Taumalolo
Voice Performance

Joslyn Thomas
Music Education
cum laude

Rachel Emily Tyler *
Sacred Music

Kathleen Jennifer Zenn +
Voice Performance
summa cum laude

Jianyu Zhao
Piano
magna cum laude

Noël Zucchero
Music Education
magna cum laude
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Awards

SGA Outstanding Service Award
Claire Campbell

Bachelor of Arts in Music
MacArthur Lewis Alewel
Jade Tiara Blocker *
Abigail Theresa Bloss *
Jim Calderon *
Claire Katherine Campbell
summa cum laude

Emilio G. Chase
cum laude

Joseph C. Cocozziello
cum laude

Jason Alexander Diaz
cum laude

Matthew D. Hern *
Shayna Elise Holness
magna cum laude

Pauli Kamenakis *
Anthony William Kurza #
Alexandra G. Meakem
magna cum laude

Kate Lee Miksits
cum laude

Amanda Rose Osborn +

Chelsea B. Simpkins
magna cum laude

Miranda Lammers Smith +
summa cum laude

Deanna L. Sorge 
Jillian Rose Wagner +
Lucy Marcella Watts
summa cum laude

William Clark Woodrow +
Kenny Xue *

Rider University President’s Award
Gillian Erlenborn

Andrew J. Rider Scholars
Micaela Bottari

Elena Byassee
Jessica Forbes 

Palmer Haffner 

Christian Koller
John Lucado

Michael McCormick**
Jennifer O’Brien*

Lindsey Reinhard
Jeremy Sivitz* 

*Second-year scholar 

** Third-year scholar



Rider University’s WESTMINSTER COLLEGE OF THE 
ARTS inspires and empowers innovative artists and leaders 
to transform their communities through the arts. With 
world-class programs in art, dance, music, music theatre 
and theatre, and based in Princeton and Lawrenceville, New 
Jersey, the College consists of three divisions: Westminster 
Choir College, The School of Fine and Performing Arts, 
and Westminster Conservatory of Music, a music school for  
pre-college students.

Westminster Choir College is a college of music and 
graduate school located in Princeton, N.J. Renowned for 
its tradition of choral excellence, Westminster has become a 
center of excellence in solo performance as well. Its programs 
include music education; music theory and composition; 
sacred music; voice, organ, and piano performance and 
pedagogy; choral conducting; and piano accompanying and 
coaching. Westminster’s graduates go on to successful careers 
as performers and in leadership positions in schools, churches, 
community organizations and businesses around the world.

The School of Fine and Performing Arts is located on 
Rider’s Lawrenceville campus. Its programs include arts 
administration, dance, music studies, musical theatre, popular 
music culture, theatre and visual arts. The School provides 
many opportunities for all students to participate in the arts. 

Westminster Conservatory of Music serves the Central 
New Jersey/Eastern Pennsylvania area with on-campus and 
community-based music instruction. The community music 
school of Westminster College of the Arts, it offers a superior 
faculty and tailors lessons, workshops and classes to the needs 
of the individual student.

Rider University is a private co-educational university 
with campuses in Lawrenceville and Princeton, New Jersey, 
which emphasizes purposeful connections between academic 
study and education for the professions. Its five colleges – 
The College of Business Administration; College of Liberal 
Arts, and Sciences; the College of Education and Human 
Services; the College of Continuing Studies and Westminster 
College of the Arts – provide rigorous, hands-on learning that 
prepares students to think critically and communicate clearly 
to become socially responsible leaders.

Westminster College of the Arts
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Westminster Firsts
 A Classical Legacy

1920 
Westminster Choir was established by John Finley 
William son at the Westminster Presbyterian Church in 
Dayton, Ohio.

1926 
The Westminster Choir School was founded.

1928 
Westminster Choir and the Cincinnati Symphony made 
the nation’s first coast-to-coast radio broadcast, aired over 
Station WLW.

1929 
Westminster Choir College was established and moved to 
Ithaca College.

1932 
Westminster Choir College moved to Princeton, N.J.

1934 
As the first official American guests of the Soviet 
Union, with whom the United States had just resumed 
diplomatic relations, Westminster Choir made the first 
broadcast from Russia to the United States.

1938 
Westminster Choir, with conductor and founder Dr. John 
Finley Williamson, presented the first U.S. performance of 
Joseph Haydn’s Passion (The Seven Last Words). The perfor-
mance also featured a volunteer  orchestra of Princetonians, 
including Albert Einstein in the violin section.  •  The 
Choir sang at the dedication of the New York World’s Fair.

1939 
Westminster Choir sang for the first time with the New 
York Philharmonic. Since then, it has set a record for the 
number of joint performances—more than 500—by a 
single choir and orchestra.

1957 
Westminster Choir completed a five-month, globe-
circling tour under the auspices of the U.S. State 
 Department’s  Cultural Exchange Program. The Choir 
 performed in 22 countries, traveled 40,000 miles and 
 appeared before 227,000 people.

1964 
Westminster Choir sang on the Telstar World-Wide 
Telecast in the spring for the opening ceremonies of the 
New York World’s Fair. This reportedly was the largest 
audience ever to see a television show at that time.

1971 
Westminster Choir performed at the John F. Kennedy  
Center for the Performing Arts during the inaugural week 
of concerts with the Piedmont Chamber Orchestra under 
the direction of Nicholas Harsanyi. The work performed 
was The Dawn of Glory by Christian Latrobe.

1972 
Westminster Choir began its first summer as the chorus-
in-residence for the  Festival dei Due Mondi (Festival of  
Two Worlds) in Spoleto, Italy, at the invitation of Gian 
Carlo Menotti.

1977 
Westminster Choir became the first chorus-in-residence 
at the Spoleto Festival U.S.A. in Charleston, S.C., at the 
invitation of Gian Carlo Menotti.

1978 
Westminster Choir established its own recording label, 
 copyrighted “Westminster Choir,” and released its first 
recording: Six Motets of Johann Sebastian Bach, with guest 
conductor Wilhelm Ehmann.

1980 
Westminster Choir was the first choir to be featured on the 
“ Live from Lincoln Center” telecast series over National 
Public Television. The Choir performed Verdi’s Requiem 
with the New York Philharmonic and Zubin Mehta.

1982 
Westminster Choir was part of the 10,000th  performance 
of the New York Philharmonic.

1988 
Westminster Choir sang Bernstein’s Chichester Psalms 
with the New York Philharmonic under the composer’s 
direction in a performance at Carnegie Hall celebrating 
the 45th anniversary of Bernstein’s conducting debut with 
the orchestra.

1990 
Westminster Symphonic Choir sang in the Leonard 
Bernstein memorial concert at the invitation of the 
Bernstein family.

1991 
Westminster Symphonic Choir performed at Carnegie 
Hall’s 100th Anniversary Celebration.

1992 
Westminster Choir College merged with Rider 
 University.  •  Westminster Symphonic Choir performed 
in “A Tribute to Riccardo Muti” with The Philadelphia 
Orchestra and Maestro Muti, a performance televised 
nationally on the Arts & Entertainment Cable Network.

1993 
Conducted by Wolfgang Sawallisch, Westminster Sym-
phonic Choir participated in The Philadelphia Orches-
tra’s first  performance of Britten’s War Requiem.

1996 
Westminster Choir, conducted by Joseph Flummerfelt, 
traveled on a concert tour of Korea and Taiwan and per-
formed in the Colmar Music Festival in Colmar, France.

2001 
Westminster Choir and the New York Philharmonic, 
 conducted by Joseph Flummerfelt, performed the world 
premiere of Stephen Paulus’ Voices of Light,  commissioned 
by Rider University to celebrate the 75th anniversary of 
the founding of Westminster Choir College.

2002 
To commemorate the events of September 11, 2001, 
 Westminster Choir was featured in the PRI national radio 
broadcast of “In the Shadow of the Towers.” They were 
joined by President George W. Bush and  former New 
York Mayor Rudolph Giuliani.  •  Westminster Sym-
phonic Choir’s performance of Verdi’s Requiem with the 
New Jersey Symphony was broadcast nationally by PBS.

2004 
Westminster Choir premiered Arise My Love by Stephen 
Paulus, a gift from the composer to celebrate Joseph 
 Flummerfelt’s extraordinary career.  •   Westminster’s 
artistic director, Joseph Flummerfelt, was named Musical 
America’s 2004 Conductor of the Year, the first choral 
conductor to be so honored.

2005 
Westminster Symphonic Choir performed Ravel’s 
 Daphnis et Chloé (complete) for the first time with the 
New York Philharmonic, conducted by Lorin Maazel.

2006 
Westminster Symphonic Choir participated in the New 
York Philharmonic’s first performance of Mozart’s Mass 
in C Major, K. 317 “Coronation,” conducted by Lorin 
Maazel.  •  Joe Miller appointed director of choral 
 activities and conductor of the Westminster Choir and the 
Westminster Symphonic Choir.

2007 
Rider University established Westminster College of the 
Arts.  •  Westminster Williamson Voices presented the 
North American premiere of James Whitbourn’s Annelies: 
The Anne Frank Oratorio.  •  Westminster Symphonic 
Choir opened the Carnegie Hall season performing 
Beethoven’s Symphony No. 9 with the Lucerne Festival 
Orchestra, conducted by David Robertson.

2009 
Westminster Choir and Joe Miller released their first 
 recording, Flower of Beauty.

2010 
Westminster Williamson Voices premiered James 
 Whitbourn’s Requiem Canticorum, and the  
Westminster Choir premiered Jaakko Mäntyjärvi’s  
To a Locomotive in Winter.

2012 
Westminster Symphonic Choir performed with Gustavo 
Dudamel and the Simón Bolivar Symphony Orchestra 
for the first time.

2014 
The Westminster Williamson Voices’ and James Jordan’s 
recording of James Whitbourn’s Annelies, the first major 
choral setting of The Diary of Anne Frank, was nominated 
for a GRAMMY Award for Best Choral Performance.  •  
Westminster Symphonic Choir performed the New York 
premiere of Christopher Rouse’s Requiem with the New 
York Philharmonic conducted by Alan Gilbert.

2015 
Westminster Symphonic Choir performed Leonard 
 Bernstein’s Mass: A Theater Piece for Singers, Players  
and Dancers for the first time with The Philadelphia 
Orchestra conducted by Yannick Nézet-Séguin.

2016 
Westminster Kantorei performed in England and  
France.  •  Westminster Williamson Voices performed 
Arvo Pärt’s Kanon Pokanjanen at The Metropolitan 
Museum of Art’s Temple of Dendur.

2017 
Lumina, Westminster Kantorei’s first recording on  
the Westminster Choir College label, was released.  •  
Westminster Choir represented the United States at the 
World Symposium on Choral Music in Barcelona.

2018 
Westminster Symphonic Choir performs the world 
 premiere of Tod Machover’s Philadelphia Voices  
with The Philadelphia Orchestra conducted by  
Yannick Nézet-Séguin.
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Westminster Leadership Council
The Westminster Leadership Council is a community of Westminster College of the Arts friends and alumni/ae 
who are committed to taking an active, leadership role that will have an extraordinary collective impact on Rider 
University’s Westminster College of the Arts, its students, and the community.

 
 

Matthew Shaftel – Council Head 

Louise Hall Beard
Joseph G. Beck ’59

Jim Busterud
Jeffrey M. Cornelius ’70

Mark A. Davis
Susan L. Davis

Micaela de Lignerolles
Jaimie Gilhooley Flack ’77

Molly O. Frank
Aaron E. Gast

Ernestine Lazenby Gast ’68
Charles Goldberg 
Robert Hedlund
P. R.andolph Hill

John F. Kelsey
Harold Levenson
Richard J. Levine

Ira Lomench
Joseph J. Maggio

Howard McMorris
Thomas M. Mulhare ’70

James D. Peters
Donna J. Plasket ’71, ’83

Ingrid W. Reed
Marvin R. Reed

Christopher B. Samuel ’80, ’82
Jane Shaulis ’66

Christine Wainwright

 
 

Emeritus

Josalee Morrell Birchfield ’55, ’78
Janice Silcox Bonge ’55

Fred N. Buch ’59


