This chart details essentially the first topic I used for cmp 115 in the fall, 2006. Students considered this assignment successful. I will use it again in fall, 2007.
CMP 115   Introduction to Expository Writing 

Fall, 2006

Dr. Sethi

	Unit 2
	Time travel

	Fundamental Questions
	How do we know about anything before anybody wrote anything down? 

What do we know about the earliest human communities? 

Where were they? 

What were they like? 

How do I use evidence to illustrate a point? How do I write clearly and correctly?

	Objective
	To practice writing about information in a discipline:

Archeology

History

Geography

Art History

	Reading
	The Metropolitan Museum of Art http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hm/01/hm01.htm
Classmates' drafts

	Activity I
	Choose a site on the world map, 20,000-8000 BC & research it online to answer the questions handed out in class on 9/11.

	Due date for Reading, Activity I
	Wednesday, 9/13

	Writing Assignment I
	Paragraph. Guidelines in Course Information, Folder Unit 2

	Due date for paragraph.
	Friday, 9/15

	Activity II
	Present your findings & paragraph to the class

	Due date for Activity II
	Friday, 9/15

	Writing Assignment II
	Draft. Guidelines in Course Information, Folder Unit 2

	Due date for draft
	Monday 9/18

	Activity III
	Writers' workshop (in-class Monday 9/18)

	Writing Assignment III
	Revision of draft workshopped on 9/18

	Due date for revision
	Wednesday 9/20



These instructions represent the scaffolding I gave students for their first full writing assignment, linked to unit 2.

CMP 115 Intro. To Expos.

Fall, 2006

Dr. Sethi

Outlining your essay on a prehistoric site

I. Cluster outline:

Circle How they lived in the middle of a page

Connect to it at least 3 observations about how these people lived in prehistoric times. These could pertain to what they ate, where they lived, what they believed in, and anything they did (according to evidence) while they were alive.

Connect to each circle at least one circle inside which you note how we know about this observations about their lives. (This is your evidence you obtained through reading about the site.)

II. Recommended organization of paper:

The paragraph in which you take the point of view of one of these people. Edit it so that it is not as long as the paragraph you read in class on Friday, 9/15.

Your thesis: what your whole essay is about. DON'T WRITE THIS UNTIL YOU HAVE WRITTEN THE BODY OF THE ESSAY. LEAVE IT BLANK UNTIL THEN. IN FACT, LEAVE IT BLANK UNTIL CLASS MONDAY, 9/18.

Where your site is—geographically—what we would call the place today. (The purpose of this short paragraph is to situation your reader so s/he knows where in the world you're writing about.

What, as far as we know, the people who lived there did. Here is where you will use your cluster outline to make observations and support them with evidence from your web sites.

Cite your evidence by putting the name of the web site in parentheses after the evidence that you got from it. For instance ("Wadi Kubbaniya") or ("Chauvet Cave"). Then on a separate page after your paper, head a page Works Cited, centered in the middle of the page, and write:

"Name of web page." Name of web site. <URL> Day Month year of access.

Example:

"Mal'ta." Metropolitan Museum of Art. <http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/malt/hd_malt.htm> 14 Sept. 2006.

Format checklist: 

____ double spaced

____ NO quadruple spaces between paragraphs

____ 12-point font

____ Number your pages—upper right. No number on page 1

In addition for the final draft:

____ Title

____ Name in upper left hand corner

     cmp 115, fall 2006, Dr. Sethi 

     essay #1 on prehistory

     Sept. 20, 2006

