




Serve the Lord with gladness!
Come before His presence with singing.

PSALM 100:2

These words are inscribed above the Princeton University Chapel arch  
under which all Westminster students pass in the Commencement procession.
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Rider University Statement of Community Values
In our endeavor to make Rider University a just community, we commit ourselves, as caring individuals, to the  
following principles:
• that our rigorous intellectual life nourishes our minds and spirits;
• that no person travels these halls as a stranger;
• that integrity of word and deed forms the foundation of all relationships;
• that we recognize that real leadership is derived from service to others;
• that we celebrate our differences for they are our strength;
• �that we are proud of this special place, entrusted to us by past generations, nurtured by us for future ones;
• that we share not one Truth, but respect our common pursuit for understanding;
• �and through the time we spend here, we are forever joined to each other and to Rider University.

Adopted on University Day, April 12, 2001

•

Rider University wishes to express appreciation to  
President Christopher L. Eisgruber and Princeton University  

for the use of the Chapel for this ceremony.
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Rider University Board of Trustees
Chair: Michael B. Kennedy ’72, ’75

Vice Chair: Ernestine (Mickey) Lazenby Gast (WCC) ’68
Secretary: Christopher Nikolich ’92

President: Mordechai Rozanski

Ralph J. Anderson, Jr. ’81
Alberto Baptiste ’80

Nancy Becker
F. Christopher Carothers ’91, ’94

Robert Christie ’76
Gregory A. Church ’78, ’82

Mark C. DeMareo (WCC) ’78
E. Bruce DiDonato ’76

Jaimie Gilhooley Flack (WCC) ’77
Molly O’Neil Frank

John Guarino ’82
Michael J. Hennessy ’82

Thomas Marino ’69

Donald Monks ’70
Eli Mordechai ’90

Thomas M. Mulhare ’70
Lewis Pepperman
Gary Pruden ’83
Carl Reichel ’81

William M. Rue ’69 
Mika Ryan

Robert Schimek ’87
Colleen (Stacy) Shapiro

Gary Shapiro ’72
Arthur J. Stainman ’65 

Alan Wexler ’85, ’90

•

Student Government Association Executive Board
President: Noreen Gabrielle Goldberg

Vice President: Edgar Kenneth Mariano
Treasurer: Emmanuel Bonilla-Acosta

Secretary: Kayla McLaughlin
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Senior Class Officers
President: Brandon P. Ellsworth 

Vice President: Van Angelo Baum II
Treasurer: Robyn Sarah Stein
Secretary: Bess Anne Ploener

Dean’s Advisory Council
The Dean’s Advisory Council for Rider University’s Westminster College of the Arts is a select group of influential 
men and women who are committed to the advancement of the College. The Council provides advice and counsel 
to the Dean on the continuing development and evolution of the College. Members provide volunteer leadership for 
the advancement program and work to promote and enhance the image and stature of the College of the Arts and its 
components, both regionally and nationally.

Joseph Beck ’59 (ex-officio)
Josalee Morrell Birchfield ’55, mm’78

James P. Busterud
Aaron E. Gast

Ernestine (Mickey) Lazenby Gast ’68
P. Randolph Hill

Elsie Hilliard Hillman ’48
John F. Kelsey III

Ira Lomench
Howard McMorris II 

Thomas M. Mulhare ’70 
Lynn O. Nagy

Donna Jean Plasket ’71, mm’83
Marvin R. Reed

Christopher Bagby Samuel ’80, mm’82
Colleen (Stacy) Shapiro

Margaret L. Stevens
Christine Wainwright

Emeritus
Janice Silcox Bonge ’55

Fred N. Buch ’59
Molly O’Neil Frank

Inocencio Linhares ’52, mm’53
Margaret L. MacLaren-Ulrich

Ruth E. Simpkins
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Westminster Choir College Alumni Council
President: Constance M. Fee ’71

Vice President: James Busby ’85, mm’92
Secretary: Anthony J. Rafaniello ’05

Alumni Trustee/Past President: Jaimie Gilhooley Flack ’77
Alumni Trustee: Mark C. DeMareo ’78

Elizabeth M. Bewie ’02
Laurie Eisenbrown Bischof ’90    

Rosemary Boone ’92 
Darren Dailey ’89
James Hejduk ’66

Susan Bos Orgain ’93 
Robert A. McCormick ’01

George W. Moser ’70
James D. Moyer ’86

Jonathan Slawson ’09

•
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Program

BRASS: Fanfare from La Peri� Paul Dukas
(1865-1935)

Ryan Brandau, conductor

ORGAN: Fantasia super "Komm, Heiliger Geist," BWV 651� Johann Sebastian Bach
(1685–1750)

Eric Plutz ’89, organ

HANDBELLS: Contemplation on Ubi Caritas� Catherine McMichael
(b. 1954)

Westminster Concert Bell Choir
Kathleen Ebling Shaw ’85, conductor

ORGAN: Evocation, Op. 37� Marcel Dupré
	 III. Allegro Deciso� (1886-1971)

Peter Andrew Carter ’15, organ

BRASS AND ORGAN: Feierlicher Einzug� Richard Strauss
(1864–1949) 

arr. Daniel Beckwith ’77, mm’79
James Jordan, conductor

INTROIT: The Road Home� Stephen Paulus
(1949-2014)

Westminster Chapel Choir
Amanda Quist, conductor

FANFARE: Fanfare for the Common Man� Aaron Copland
(1900–1990)

Joe Miller, conductor

PROCESSION: Processional� Warren Martin ’36, MM’38
(1916–1982)

Eric Plutz ’89, organ

INTRODUCTION� DonnaJean Fredeen
Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs

INVOCATION� Reverend Dr. Jack F. Price
Pastor of Bethany United Church of Christ 
Chaplain of Philadelphia Protestant Home 

HYMN: All People That on Earth Do Dwell *�  Old Hundredth 
attrib. Louis Bourgeois 

(c. 1510-c. 1561)  
arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams

transcribed for brass by Eric Plutz ’89
Joe Miller, conductor

*All who are willing and able are invited to stand and join in singing at the signal of the conductor.
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WELCOME� Mordechai Rozanski
� President of the University

ANTHEM: Requiem, Op. 9� Maurice Duruflé
	 I.	 Introit� (1902-1986)
	 II.	 Kyrie�

 
Amanda Quist, conductor

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS� Yannick Nézet-Séguin

ANTHEM OF THE GRADUATING CLASSES: Diverged� Taylor A. Halpern ’15 
(b. 1992)

Text: Robert Frost

Anthony P. Madonna III ’15, conductor

Two roads diverged in a yellow wood,
And sorry I could not travel both
And be one traveler, long I stood

And looked down one as far as I could
To where it bent in the undergrowth;

Then took the other, as just as fair,
And having perhaps the better claim,

Because it was grassy and wanted wear;
Though as for that the passing there

Had worn them really about the same,

And both that morning equally lay
In leaves no step had trodden black.
Oh, I kept the first for another day!

Yet knowing how way leads on to way,
I doubted if I should ever come back.

I shall be telling this with a sigh
Somewhere ages and ages hence:

Two roads diverged in a wood, and I—
I took the one less traveled by,

And that has made all the difference. 

CHARGE TO THE DEGREE CANDIDATES� Christopher Botti

ANTHEM: Anthem of Dedication� Martin 
Joe Miller, conductor

PRESENTATION OF DEGREE CANDIDATES� DonnaJean Fredeen
Marshall Onofrio

Interim Dean of the College
Anthony Kosar 

Interim Associate Dean
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CONFERRING OF DEGREES IN COURSE

Master of Music
Master of Music Education

Bachelor of Music/Master of Arts in Teaching

Bachelor of Music
Bachelor of Arts in Music

PRESENTATION and vesting OF HONORARY DEGREE Candidate� Ernestine Lazenby Gast ’68 
Mark C. DeMareo ’78

Trustees of the University
 

CONFERRING OF HONORARY DEGREE� Mordechai Rozanski 
Yannick Nézet-Séguin 

 
ANTHEM: Homeward Bound � Marta Keen Thompson
� (b. 1953)

arr. Mack Wilberg

Christopher Richard Hochstuhl ’15, flute
James Jordan, conductor

In the quiet misty morning when the moon has gone to bed,
When the sparrows stop their singing and the sky is clear and red, 

When the summer’s ceased its gleaming, when the corn is past its prime
When adventure’s lost its meaning, I’ll be homeward bound in time. 

Bind me not to the pasture; chain me not to the plow. 
Set me free to find my calling and I’ll return to you somehow.

If you find it’s me you’re missing, if you’re hoping I’ll return,
To your thoughts I’ll soon be list’ning, in the road I’ll stop and turn.

Then the wind will set me racing as my journey nears its end,
And the path I’ll be retracing when I’m homeward bound again. 

Bind me not to the pasture; chain me not to the plow. 
Set me free to find my calling and I’ll return to you somehow.

 
HYMN: When in Our Music God is Glorified *� Engelberg

Charles V. Stanford 
(1852-1924)

arr. David Schelat 
Ryan Brandau, conductor

CLOSING WORDS: Go In Peace� Lauralyn Bellamy
James Busby ’85, mm’92 

Westminster Alumni Council Vice President

BENEDICTION: The Lord Bless You and Keep You� Peter Christian Lutkin 
(1858–1931)

Joe Miller, conductor

*All who are willing and able are invited to stand and join in singing at the signal of the conductor.
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Participants in the Ceremony

Solid Brass Ensemble
Janice Silcox Bonge ’55, Mace Bearer
Tom T. Shelton, Jr., Chief Marshal

Cindy Threatt, President’s Party Marshal
Scott Hoerl, Administration Marshal
Margaret Cusack, Faculty Marshal

Thomas M. Mulhare ’70, Dean’s Advisory Council Marshal
James Grant ’65 and Brooks Reynolds ’65, Alumni Marshals

Evan Rieger ’16, Gonfalonier

RETIRING PROCESSION: Pictures at an Exhibition� Modest Moussorgsky
	 The Great Gate of Kiev� (1839–1881)

adapted from Ravel’s orchestration  
for brass, organ and percussion  

by Douglas Haislip
Ryan Brandau, conductor

ORGAN POSTLUDE: Postlude in D Major� Henry Smart
(1813-1879)

Eric Plutz ’89, organ

•
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WORDS: William Kethe 
MUSIC: attrib. Louis Bourgeois (c. 1510-c. 1561) 

All People That on Earth Do Dwell

Old Hundredth 
All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-713820
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When in Our Music God is Glorified

WORDS: Fred Pratt Green 
MUSIC: Charles V. Stanford (1852-1924) 

Engelberg 
All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-713820
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Commencement Address
Yannick Nézet-Séguin

Music Director Yannick Nézet-Séguin continues his inspired leadership of The Philadelphia Orchestra, 
which began in the fall of 2012. His highly collaborative style, deeply rooted musical curiosity, and boundless 
enthusiasm, paired with a fresh approach to orchestral programming, have been heralded by critics and audiences 
alike. The New York Times has called Nézet-Séguin “phenomenal,” adding that under his baton, “the ensemble, 
famous for its glowing strings and homogenous richness, has never sounded better.” He has taken the Orchestra 
to new musical heights. Highlights of his third season as music director included an Art of the Pipe Organ 
festival; the 40/40 Project, in which 40 great compositions that haven’t been heard on subscription concerts in at 
least 40 years were performed; and Bernstein’s MASS, the pinnacle of the Orchestra’s five-season requiem cycle. 

Yannick has established himself as a musical leader of the highest caliber and one of the most exciting talents 
of his generation. He has been music director of the Rotterdam Philharmonic since 2008 and artistic director 
and principal conductor of Montreal’s Orchestre Métropolitain since 2000. He also continues to enjoy a close 
relationship with the London Philharmonic, of which he was principal guest conductor. He has made wildly 
successful appearances with the world’s most revered ensembles, and he has conducted critically acclaimed 
performances at many of the leading opera houses.  

Yannick Nézet-Séguin and Deutsche Grammophon (DG) enjoy a long-term collaboration. Under his leadership 
The Philadelphia Orchestra returned to recording with a CD on that label of Stravinsky’s The Rite of Spring and 
Leopold Stokowski transcriptions (Yannick won a 2014 Echo Klassik Award as conductor of the year for this 
album). He continues a fruitful recording relationship with the Rotterdam Philharmonic on DG, EMI Classics, 
and BIS Records; the London Philharmonic and Choir for the LPO label; and the Orchestre Métropolitain for 
ATMA Classique.

A native of Montreal, Yannick Nézet-Séguin studied at that city’s Conservatory of Music and continued lessons 
with renowned conductor Carlo Maria Giulini and with Joseph Flummerfelt at Westminster Choir College. 
Among Yannick’s honors are an appointment as Companion of the Order of Canada, one of the country’s highest 
civilian honors; a Royal Philharmonic Society Award; Canada’s National Arts Centre Award; the Prix Denise-
Pelletier, the highest distinction for the arts in Quebec; and honorary doctorates from the University of Quebec 
in Montreal and the Curtis Institute of Music in Philadelphia.

To read Yannick’s full biography, please visit www.philorch.org/conductor.
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Charge to the Degree Candidates
Christopher Botti

Assistant Dean of Students at Westminster Choir College of Rider University, Christopher Botti earned his 
Bachelor of Science in Business Administration, with honors, from Villanova University.  He subsequently earned 
his Master of Education from the University of Pennsylvania.  

He began his career in higher education at Hofstra University in Hempstead, N.Y.  During his tenure at 
Hofstra, Mr. Botti was the advisor of the Student Government Association and more than 70 other clubs and 
organizations.  He also planned and implemented the Summer Orientation program and annual Welcome Week 
program for new students.  He was named Advisor of the Year in 2009 and 2010 in recognition of his work with 
Hofstra’s students and organizations. 

As Assistant Dean of Students at Westminster, Mr. Botti is dedicated to ensuring the extra-scholastic 
development and achievement of Westminster’s students while they are enrolled at the Choir College.  He 
organizes and facilitates the Summer Orientation and Fall Opening programs, advises Westminster’s Student 
Government Association and several other Westminster organizations, and engages in leadership training and 
development. He takes great efforts to understand his students’ challenges and needs to ensure their overall health 
and well being during their time at Westminster.

Outside of Westminster, Mr. Botti is a member of the Delaware Valley Student Affairs Conference (DVSAC) 
committee and the National Orientation Directors Association (NODA).  In 2013, he presented a session at 
the regional NODA annual conference, focusing on achieving success as one university with two campuses.   
Until recently, he was a foundation board member of Corner House of Princeton, an organization dedicated to 
diverting at-risk youth from substance abuse and transforming them into future community leaders. 
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Degree Candidates
The following is a list of candidates for degrees. Indication of graduation honors is based upon the cumulative grade 
point average after the conclusion of the fall semester. The official roster of degree recipients and the final calculation 
of graduation honors are recorded in the Office of the Registrar of the University.

 + Degree candidates with this symbol completed their degree requirements in December 2014.

 * Degree candidates with this symbol are expected to complete their degree requirements by August 2015.

•
 s Students with this symbol have contributed to the Class of 2015 Scholarship Fund (as of April 22, 2015). This gift 
supports a scholarship in honor of the Class of 2015 to be awarded during the 2015-16 academic year to sophomores 
whose financial situations may hinder their ability to complete their studies. Each graduate who contributed $19.26 
or more, in honor of Westminster’s founding year, was presented with a Westminster lapel pin to proudly wear  
today at Commencement.
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Master of Music
Sachi Aoki *
Voice Pedagogy and Performance
With distinction

Katie Lynn Barnard
Voice Pedagogy and Performance
With distinction

Rachel Amber Beeksma * s
Music Education
With distinction

Zachary Gene Beeksma s 
Music Education
With distinction

Ruth-Noemí Belonni Rosario
Sacred Music

Nicola Smith Bertoni s  
Choral Conducting
With distinction

Justen Michael Blackstone
Voice Pedagogy and Performance
With distinction

Ellen Elizabeth Broen
Voice Pedagogy and Performance
With distinction

Si Ling Mercedes Chan * s 
Choral Conducting
With distinction

Alejandro Doyaoen  
Consolacion +
Organ Performance

Courtney Jo Delisle
Voice Pedagogy and Performance

Johanna Corinna de Groot +
Piano Accompanying and Coaching
With distinction

Jacqueline Sarah  
Mapes Evans
Voice Pedagogy and Performance

Jessica Ann Marie Ferring
Voice Pedagogy and Performance
With distinction

Lauren Nicole Gilmore
Voice Pedagogy and Performance
With distinction

Matthew James Gutwald +
Piano Pedagogy and Performance
With distinction

Michelle Diane Hartley * s
Piano Pedagogy and Performance
With distinction

Aubrey Rae Hawkinson
Voice Pedagogy and Performance
With distinction

Benjamin Hawkinson
Choral Conducting
With distinction

Justin Thomas Hornsby
Piano Pedagogy and Performance

DoWon Kang 
Sacred Music

Catherine Paige Kenley
Voice Pedagogy and Performance
With distinction

Arielle Beth Klein s
Choral Conducting
With distinction

Eunbi Kwak
Composition 

Ho Yan Dominic Lam *
Choral Conducting
With distinction

Keith Lathrom s
Choral Conducting
With distinction

Chang-Wei Lin +
Choral Conducting

Mark Phillip Loria s
Sacred Music
With distinction

Sarah Ann Michal s
Sacred Music

Nikita Mamedov +
Piano Pedagogy and Performance

Danielle Marie Molan
Sacred Music
With distinction

Victoria A. Nichols
Organ Performance
With distinction

Maximilian Klohn Nolin
Choral Conducting
With distinction

Michael Andrew Pace s
Organ Performance

Elizabeth Marion Perry
Voice Pedagogy and Performance
With distinction

Justin Tyler Rhymer
Voice Pedagogy and Performance

Asher Fields Severini
Piano Pedagogy and Performance

Jonathan Henry Shine
Voice Pedagogy and Performance
With distinction

Arcia Marie Stokes *
Voice Pedagogy and Performance

Orin Jacob Strunk
Voice Pedagogy and Performance

Emily May Sung
Choral Conducting
With distinction

Amanda Zoe Vest
Voice Pedagogy and Performance
With distinction

Will Shepherd Vestal
Voice Pedagogy and Performance

Lijie Zheng
Piano Performance
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Master of Music Education
Stephen Leander Castaneda
Adam David Kishbauch
With distinction

Jared Stephen Slaymaker Alexa Kleiman Zimmerman 

Bachelor of Music/Master of Arts in Teaching
Julia A. Beckmann
B.M.—Magna cum laude

Mary C. DiRoberts
B.M.—Summa cum laude

Christopher A. Filice
B.M.—Summa cum laude  
M.A.T.—With distinction

Samantha Nicole Ganz
B.M.—Cum laude  
M.A.T.—With distinction

Emily Kathryn Johnston
B.M.—Magna cum laude
M.A.T.—With distinction

Edgar Kenneth Mariano
B.M.—Magna cum laude
M.A.T.—With distinction

Jessica Lynne Marcinkowski +
B.M.—Summa cum laude
Baccalaureate Honors

Joel Paul Michalchuk
B.M.—Cum laude

John Gregory Shusdock 
Kirin Sugino
B.M.—Summa cum laude  
M.A.T.—With distinction

 
Bachelor of Music

Emmanuel Bonilla-Acosta s
Voice Performance

Alexa Louise Agourides s
Voice Performance
Magna cum laude

Dena Marie Andrews s
Music Education
Voice Performance
Cum laude

Sara Elizabeth Andrusiw
Voice Performance
Magna cum laude

Christianna Kathryn Barnard
Sacred Music
Summa cum laude
Baccalaureate Honors

Van Angelo Baum II s
Music Education
Cum laude

Loryn Aynsley Bono +
Music Education

Drew M. Brennan
Music Education
Cum laude

Vinroy David Brown, Jr. s
Sacred Music

Samuel Gregory Brukhman s
Music Education
Cum laude

Thomas Craig Buckley +
Sacred Music

Isabella Frances Burns s
Sacred Music
Summa cum laude

Julia Richardson Carter +
Music Education

Peter Andrew Carter s
Organ Performance
Summa cum laude

Christine Marie Dorantes + 
Music Education

Brandon P. Ellsworth * s 
Music Education

Jonathon Austin Feinstein * s
Voice Performance
Magna cum laude

Samantha Louise Ferrara + s 
Music Education
Summa cum laude 

Zachary E. Gates
Music Education
Magna cum laude

Taylor A. Halpern *
Theory/Composition
Summa cum laude 

Christopher Richard  
Hochstuhl s
Voice Performance
Summa cum laude 

Shalanda R. Jackson s
Music Education 
Cum laude

Katianne Victoria Janney s
Music Education 
Piano
Summa cum laude

Janelle Joy Kaufmann s
Music Education
Summa cum laude
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Joseph C. Kim *
Music Education
Magna cum laude

Roger Leverich Kingsland IV *
Theory/Composition

Anthony P. Madonna III s
Music Education
Voice Performance
Summa cum laude 

Gary Nelson Margerum *
Music Education

Sarah Teresa McMahon
Music Education
Magna cum laude

Meaghan Rose Metzger + s
Music Education
Summa cum laudee

Sarah Elizabeth Palermo *
Theory/Composition
Summa cum laude 
Baccalaureate Honors

Gianna A. Pannullo s
Music Education 
Cum laude

Bess Anne Ploener s
Voice Performance
Magna cum laude
Baccalaureate Honors

Jason A. Rand s
Theory/Composition
Magna cum laude 
Baccalaureate Honors

Willis Daniel Reifsnyder s
Music Education
Magna cum laude

Craig E. Renoe
Theory/Composition
Cum laude

Jasmine Caresse Riel
Music Education
Summa cum laude 

Lauren A. Rosas
Voice Performance
Cum laude

 
 

Trevor Christian Sands +
Music Education
Summa cum laude 

Fermin Santiago III *
Music Education

McCleary J. Searles *
Voice Performance

Erinn Elizabeth Sensenig s
Music Education
Summa cum laude 
Baccalaureate Honors

Anne Marie Sophia Stanley + s
Voice Performance
Magna cum laude

Robyn Sarah Stein s
Music Education

Natalie C. Stormer
Music Education
Magna cum laude

Ryan Alexander Wilson +
Voice Performance

Bachelor of Arts in Music

Sofia F. Alieninova
Jared V. Freeman
Julia Rocio Gallagher
Cum laude

Noreen Gabrielle Goldberg s
Summa cum laude 

Ariane Dana Kolet
Cum laude 

Jillian Rose Wagner *
Elizabeth A. Wells s
Magna cum laude
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Who’s Who Among Students in  
American Universities and Colleges

Desirae Alvarez
Christianna Kathryn Barnard

Jessica Bohnenberger
Samantha Breccia

Vinroy David Brown, Jr.
Sean Cackoski
Kelsey Carroll

Jacqueline Cunningham
Lori DeTuro

Jamie DiLetto
Deanna Doyon
Kelly Ferrara

Marlon Fiacco

Casey Gale
Marritta Gillcrease

Noreen Gabrielle Goldberg
Evan Gurman

Fatima Heyward
Kristin Hill

Matthew Howell
Elizabeth Huang

Katianne Victoria Janney
Alison Knepple
Allison Koury

Jennifer Lacaillade
Ashley Liput

Bridget McAlinden
Gianna A. Pannullo

Naquasia Ramsey-Sheppard
Jasmine Caresse Riel

Adam Rivera
Rebecca Rowe

Muhammad Sarwar
Nikki Scalia

Amanda Sweeney
Allison Triglianos

Erin Wallace
Melanie Ward

Joseph Wisniewski

Student Government Awards
Cassie D. Iacovelli Student Government Award: Allison Koury

Ralph Materia Memorial Award: Enza Talluto
The Michelle McCormack Award: Richard Kopp

The Linda Schmidt Memorial Award: Louis Esposito
Student Government Outstanding Service Award: Vinroy David Brown, Jr.

Andrew J. Rider Scholars
Christianna Kathryn Barnard

Sara Boyd
Allison Griffiths*

Thomas Heidenreich

Meaghan Rose Metzger*
Mallory Murphy

Erinn Elizabeth Sensenig
Annalotte Smith

Jessica Stanislawczyk*
Rui Wu

*Second-year scholar

Awards

Rider University President’s Award
Sean Cackoski Elizabeth Huang Katianne Victoria Janney



Westminster Firsts
 A Classical Legacy

1920 
Westminster Choir was established by John Finley 
William son at the Westminster Presbyterian Church in 
Dayton, Ohio.

1926 
The Westminster Choir School was founded.

1928 
Westminster Choir and the Cincinnati Symphony made 
the nation’s first coast-to-coast radio broadcast, aired over 
Station WLW.

1929 
Westminster Choir College was established and moved to 
Ithaca College.

1932 
Westminster Choir College moved to Princeton, N.J.

1934 
As the first official American guests of the Soviet 
Union, with whom the United States had just resumed 
diplomatic relations, Westminster Choir made the first 
broadcast from Russia to the United States.

1938 
Westminster Choir, with conductor and founder Dr. John 
Finley Williamson, presented the first U.S. performance of 
Joseph Haydn’s Passion (The Seven Last Words). The perfor-
mance also featured a volunteer  orchestra of Princetonians, 
including Albert Einstein in the violin section.  •  The 
Choir sang at the dedication of the New York World’s Fair.

1939 
Westminster Choir sang for the first time with the New 
York Philharmonic. Since then, it has set a record for the 
number of joint performances—more than 350—by a 
single choir and orchestra.

1957 
Westminster Choir completed a five-month, globe-
circling tour under the auspices of the U.S. State 
 Department’s  Cultural Exchange Program. The Choir 
 performed in 22 countries, traveled 40,000 miles and 
 appeared before 227,000 people.

1964 
Westminster Choir sang on the Telstar World-Wide 
Telecast in the spring for the opening ceremonies of the 
New York World’s Fair. This reportedly was the largest 
audience ever to see a television show at that time.

1965 
For the first time the Choir appeared with three major 
 orchestras in one year: the Berlin Philharmonic, the 
 American Symphony Orchestra and The Philadelphia 
Orchestra.

1971 
Westminster Choir performed at the John F. Kennedy  
Center for the Performing Arts during the inaugural week 
of concerts with the Piedmont Chamber Orchestra under 
the direction of Nicholas Harsanyi. The work performed 
was The Dawn of Glory by Christian Latrobe.

1972 
The Choir began its first summer as the chorus-in- 
residence for the  Festival dei Due Mondi (Festival of  
Two Worlds) in Spoleto, Italy, at the invitation of Gian 
Carlo Menotti.

1977 
Westminster Choir became the first chorus-in-residence 
at the Spoleto Festival U.S.A. in Charleston, S.C., at the 
invitation of Gian Carlo Menotti.

1978 
Westminster Choir established its own recording label, 
 copyrighted “Westminster Choir,” and released its first 
recording: Six Motets of Johann Sebastian Bach, with guest 
conductor Wilhelm Ehmann.

1980 
Westminster Choir was the first choir to be featured on the 
“ Live from Lincoln Center” telecast series over National 
Public Television. The Choir performed Verdi’s Requiem 
with the New York Philharmonic and Zubin Mehta.

1982 
Westminster Choir was part of the 10,000th  performance 
of the New York Philharmonic, America’s oldest perma-
nent orchestra.

1988 
Westminster Choir sang Bernstein’s Chichester Psalms 
with the New York Philharmonic under the composer’s 
direction in a performance at Carnegie Hall celebrating 
the 45th anniversary of Bernstein’s conducting debut with 
the orchestra.

1990 
Westminster Symphonic Choir sang in the Leonard 
Bernstein memorial concert at the invitation of the 
Bernstein family.

1991 
Westminster Symphonic Choir performed at Carnegie 
Hall’s 100th Anniversary Celebration.

1992 
Westminster Choir College merged with Rider 
 University.  •  Westminster Symphonic Choir performed 
in “A Tribute to Riccardo Muti” with The Philadelphia 
Orchestra and Maestro Muti, a performance televised 
nationally on the Arts & Entertainment Cable Network.

1993 
Conducted by Wolfgang Sawallisch, Westminster Sym-
phonic Choir participated in The Philadelphia Orches-
tra’s first  performance of Britten’s War Requiem.

1996 
Westminster Choir, conducted by Joseph Flummerfelt, 
traveled on a concert tour of Korea and Taiwan and per-
formed in the Colmar Music Festival in Colmar, France.

1999 
Westminster Symphonic Choir performed the world   
premiere of Kaija Saariaho’s Oltra Mar, 7 Preludes for the  
New Millennium with the New York Philharmonic  
conducted by Kurt Masur.

2001 
Westminster Choir and the New York Philharmonic, 
 conducted by Joseph Flummerfelt, performed the world 
premiere of Stephen Paulus’ Voices of Light,  commissioned 
by Rider University to celebrate the 75th anniversary of 
the founding of Westminster Choir College.

2002 
To commemorate the events of September 11, 2001, 
 Westminster Choir was featured in the PRI national radio 
broadcast of “In the Shadow of the Towers.” They were 

joined by President George W. Bush and  former New 
York Mayor Rudolph Giuliani.  •  Westminster Sym-
phonic Choir’s performance of Verdi’s Requiem with the 
New Jersey Symphony was broadcast nationally by PBS.

2004 
Westminster Choir premiered Arise My Love by Stephen 
Paulus, a gift from the composer to celebrate Joseph 
 Flummerfelt’s extraordinary career.  •   Westminster’s 
artistic director, Joseph Flummerfelt, was named Musical 
America’s 2004 Conductor of the Year, the first choral 
conductor to be so honored.

2005 
Westminster Symphonic Choir performed Ravel’s 
 Daphnis et Chloé (complete) for the first time with the 
New York Philharmonic, conducted by Lorin Maazel.

2006 
Westminster Symphonic Choir participated in the New 
York Philharmonic’s first performance of Mozart’s Mass 
in C Major, K. 317 “Coronation,” conducted by Lorin 
Maazel.  •  Joe Miller appointed director of choral 
 activities and conductor of the Westminster Choir and the 
Westminster Symphonic Choir.

2007 
Rider University established Westminster College of the 
Arts.  •  Westminster Williamson Voices presented the 
North American premiere of James Whitbourn’s Annelies: 
The Anne Frank Oratorio.  •  Westminster Symphonic 
Choir opened the Carnegie Hall season performing 
Beethoven’s Symphony No. 9 with the Lucerne Festival 
Orchestra, conducted by David Robertson.

2008 
Westminster Kantorei participated in the world premiere 
recording of John Magnussen’s Psalm, composed for the 
Limón Dance Company.

2009 
Westminster Choir and Joe Miller released their first 
 recording, Flower of Beauty.

2010 
Westminster Williamson Voices premiered James 
 Whitbourn’s Requiem Canticorum, and the  
Westminster Choir premiered Jaakko Mäntyjärvi’s  
To a Locomotive in Winter.

2011 
Westminster Symphonic Choir performed with The 
Philadelphia Orchestra for the first time under the  baton 
of Music Director Yannick Nézet-Séguin.

2012 
Westminster Symphonic Choir performed with Gustavo 
Dudamel and the Simón Bolivar Symphony Orchestra 
for the first time.

2014 
The Westminster Williamson Voices’ and James Jordan’s 
recording of James Whitbourn’s Annelies, the first major 
choral setting of The Diary of Anne Frank, was nominated 
for a GRAMMY Award for Best Choral Performance.

2015 
Westminster Symphonic Choir performed Leonard 
 Bernstein’s Mass: A Theater Piece for Singers, Players  
and Dancers for the first time with The Philadelphia 
Orchestra conducted by Yannick Nézet-Séguin.
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Rider University’s Westminster College of the Arts 
educates and trains aspiring performers, artists, teachers, 
and students with artistic interests to pursue professional, 
scholarly, and lifelong personal opportunities in art, 
dance, music and theatre.  The College consists of three 
divisions: Westminster Choir College, the School of Fine 
and Performing Arts and Westminster Conservatory.

Westminster Choir College is a college of music and 
graduate school located in Princeton, N.J.  Renowned 
for its tradition of choral excellence, Westminster has 
become a center of excellence in solo performance as 
well. Its programs include music education; music theory 
and composition; sacred music; voice, organ, and piano 
performance and pedagogy; choral conducting; and piano 
accompanying and coaching.  Westminster’s graduates go 
on to successful careers as performers and in leadership 
positions in schools, churches, community organizations 
and businesses around the world.

The School of Fine and Performing Arts is located on 
Rider’s Lawrenceville campus.  Its programs include arts 
administration, dance, music studies, musical theatre, 
popular music culture, theatre and visual arts.  The 
School provides many opportunities for all students to 
participate in the arts.  

Westminster Conservatory of Music serves the Central 
New Jersey/Eastern Pennsylvania area with on-campus 
and community-based music instruction.  The community 
music school of Westminster College of the Arts, it offers a 
superior faculty and tailors lessons, workshops and classes 
to the needs of the individual student.

Rider University is a private co-educational university 
with campuses in Lawrenceville and Princeton, New 
Jersey, which emphasizes purposeful connections between 
academic study and education for the professions.  Its 
four colleges – The College of Business Administration; 
College of Liberal Arts, Education, and Sciences; the 
College of Continuing Studies and Westminster College 
of the Arts – provide dynamic undergraduate programs 
in more than 60 areas and graduate programs in 18 
specialties. Rider’s rigorous, hands-on learning prepares 
students to think critically and communicate clearly to 
become socially responsible leaders.

Westminster College of the Arts

•








