The following Power Point is a definite encapsulation of my discoveries during the BRIDGE process.  I started out teaching Lit and Psychology in 2002 with the grand scheme of teaching ALL of Psychoanalysis and Literature to sophomore level multi-major core students in a thirteen week semester, but I quickly learned that total emersion was not only impossible for my students at this point in their academic careers but highly ambitious and a little ridiculous on my part.  So I changed – both in expectations and goals for students – and ultimately, the class has become more successful and valuable to Rider students as a whole.  The catalyst for this “epiphany” was reading William Perry’s article on “Cow and Bull.”  Although the gender politics and even language is a little dated and somewhat phallocentric, the article gave me a clear path to follow.  Perry cites “Cow” as a student’s ability to regurgitate facts and information without the ability to apply said facts and information to a larger framework – i.e. the student has the bricks, but no mortar to put it all together and build anything valuable.  Perry also defines “Bull” as being able to generalize concepts into a framework without any real substance – i.e.   the student has the mortar, but no bricks to give his/her building weight.  My proverbial light bulb snapped on while reading this article.  I wanted students to “know” facts, ideas and theories, but even more so, I wanted them to be able to apply these basic facts, ideas and theories to just about anything in the “real” world.  Having an articulated “goal” was the first step.  I added CATs (Classroom assessment techniques) such as Invented Dialogues in which students wrote as both Freud and Client, the |One Minute Summary which asked that students quickly articulate their findings, and Role Play in which students took on the active roles of Freud and Characters within literature to help achieve more cohesion between Cow and Bull in the classroom.  I also found that that repetition is not boring; repetition is essential when learning – not by rote, but by the comfort of familiarity.  The following, again, is a small sampling.  I invite any who are interested to give feedback and/or comments.  I love teaching this class and am always looking for ways to make it better.

