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Introduction

The year is 1804, and the New World is functioning as it had for the past thirty years
since the American Revolution. After the war, a new constitution, and three presidential
administrations, America had begun to find its footing as a new nation. With this, many
Americans began to get used to their existence as a small democratic nation. However, whether
the American people knew it or not, their world was about to drastically change. 1,888 miles
south of the US, another revolution had been fought and won on the island of Saint-Domingue.
The rebels, much like the US patriots, were able to cast off the yoke of a powerful European
empire and establish the second democracy in the Western Hemisphere. However, this rebellion
was much different than the one that occurred back in 1776. Unlike the US driving out the
British and establishing a new government, the rebels of 1804 were living under much harsher
oppression. These rebels were slaves who were living on Saint-Domingue under French colonial
rule. In 1791, the slaves revolted against the French starting a twelve year bloodbath that would
end in the abolition of slavary on the island and the establishment of the Empire of Haiti.

The United States, though in theory should be very pleased with another democracy
emerging nearby, were none too happy about this development. This mostly stemmed from the
fact that the Haitian government were all freed slaves. This idea of a successful African rebellion
was so foreign to the American government. The success of a slave revolt also flew in the face of
the then legal practice of slavary in the United States. This caused the US to avoid recognizing
Haiti as a nation until the start of the Civil War. However, despite all of this, the US was greatly
affected by the Haitian Revolution as well as their early interactions with the new nation. First,
the Louisiana Purchase, which was caused due to the French needing money after the war’s

economic devastation on the nation. This exchange doubled the US’ size and allowed it to begin



expanding as a nation, taking its first steps to becoming a world power. But even beyond the
Louisiana Purchase, the Haitian Revolution and its aftermath still affected the US greatly in
terms of trade, foreign policy, and thoughts on how to deal with the issue of slavary.

Sadly the Haitian Revolution as well as its profound impact on the United States is often
not talked about when discussing how America became what it is today. It is very important that
these effects be discussed and understood by a broader audience. There is a lack of awareness
in terms of the connections between the Haitian Revolution and the growth of America. This
proposal aims to answer the question of just how the Haitian Revolution impacted the United
States in its immediate aftermath. Ultimately, through qualitative research this paper attempts to
explain that the Haitian Revolution affected the United States in a way that caused it to grow into
a far more powerful nation.

Teaching this event is an undertaking, as there are many ins and outs in regards to this
revolution. Educating students based on the historiographic data found in this paper can actually
prove to be a superior style as opposed to an ordinary lesson. With the information gleaned from
the historians that are cited in this essay, students can achieve a much deeper understanding of

the Haitian Revolution as well as its impact that it had on the United States.



Primary Documents
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Guided Questions

1) What other nations did the Haitian Revolution effect and how did it affect those nations?

2) How did Haiti's successful rebellion inspire other enslaved communities?

3) Why would the United States ignore a place like Haiti even though they have a similar
backstory as independent nations? Even though they are similar in some ways, how are
they different?



Lesson Plan

Big Idea

The Haitian Revolution profoundly affected
the world at the time of its occurrence. It was
the first major successful slave revolt in the
Americas and the second republic founded in
the Americas as well. It was also very
impactful for the United States as it made the
nation face its own slave issue. Lastly it
actually indirectly helped build the US up into
a stronger nation through the Louisiana
Purchase.

Standards

6.1.12.HistoryUP.3.b: Examine a variety of
sources from multiple perspectives on slavery
and evaluate the claims used to justify the
arguments.

Why does this matter?

The Haitian Revolution helped build the US
into a world power that it potentially never
would have become if it were not for its
indirect role in the Louisiana Purchase. Its
successful rebellion also helped the US look
at its own slave problem.

Hook

What other nations did the Haitian Revolution
effect and how did it affect those nations?

Materials

Laptop.
Poster paper.
Pen/pencil.

Activity

Create a poster that details the actual causes
of the Haitian Revolution. Then on the other
side of the poster detail a list of effects that
came from the revolution. Make sure to write
in clear detail but there is no need to write
more than a few words for each point. Lastly,
include a catchy headline that has to do with
the revolution or its effects; try to design the
poster like it's a newspaper’s front page.

Assessment

The students will answer an eight question
exit ticket based on the lesson. This will gage
their general understanding of the events and
effects of the Haitian Revolution.

DBQ




Using the provided letter written by Napoleon Bonaparte, please answer the following
guestions based on the document.

Napoleon Letter

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7

8)

Who was Napoleon writing to and what was the letter about?

When was this document written? What is the context of the situation at hand?
What does Napoleon say about the Haitian constitution?

What does Napoleon threaten to do to Toussaint’s children?

What is Haiti referred to as in this document?

How do you think Toussaint would have responded to Napoleon’s letter?
Based on when this letter was written, do you feel like Napoleon was desperate
or was he just being civil with his Haitian adversary?

What does this letter say about how Napoleon viewed the people of Haiti?
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