Historical Racism and Discrimination:
Newark Riots of 1967

Newark, a port city in New Jersey founded by Puritans in 1666, possessed a strong Black
community for much of its history, yet this community existed outside of the White public
sphere. This Black community published their own newspapers, participated in their own
ceremonies, and formed their own societies, creating a distinct circle separate from the White
population (Mumford, 2007, p. 17). Throughout many periods of the long Civil Rights
movement, White citizens of Newark vigorously resisted Black American integration in their
city, maintaining societal segregation (Mumford, 2007, p. 18). In 1883, the City of Newark
passed legislation prohibiting segregation in hotels, restaurants, and transportation, yet what
could have been sweeping and unprecedented reform of 19th century Civil Rights policy was
ultimately undermined when consecutive policies for equal protection and education were
blatantly disregarded by White Newarkers (Mumford, 2007, p. 19). The culture of Jim Crow was
alive and well in a city that saw neighborhoods of many different demographics tightly
compacted next to each other (Mumford, 2007, p. 22).

The Great Migration, which resulted in 1.2 million Black Southerners heading North due
to World War I labor shortages, was emphasized by ambitious recruitment and enthusiasm for a
new place (Mumford, 2007, p. 20). According to demographers Lieberson and Wilkinson, the
migrating Black Southerners did find some success in the economic opportunities of the North,
with an inconsequential difference between the incomes of Black native Northerners and
themselves (Lieberson & Wilkinson, 1976, p. 209). Overall, northern cities offered Black
Americans economic opportunities unavailable in much of the South—indeed, many migrated to

northern cities during and after World War I and World War II when employers faced a shortage



of workers. Overall, however, Black Newarkers were confined to what one observer called "the
meanest and dirtiest jobs,” (Sugrue, 2008, p. 12).

Integration continued to spread throughout the Central Ward of Newark (otherwise
known as the heart of the city, and predominantly black), and into the South, West, and North
Wards, with the North Wards containing a large Italian migrant population (Mumford, 2007, p.
62). By 1961, the Civil Rights movement officially entered Newark, with the Freedom Riders,
Civil Rights activists from the South, congregating in Newark’s Military Park before continuing
their journey to other Southern states (Mumford, 2007, p. 78).

The Newark Riots of 1967

Six years later, the inciting incident of the Newark Riots would be the arrest and
subsequent beating of cab driver John William Smith at the hands of White police officers
(Mumford, 2007, p. 98). According to those living in apartments that face the Fourth Precinct
Station House, they were able to see Smith being dragged in through the precinct doors. As
recounted in the Kerner Commission, “Within a few minutes, at least two civil rights leaders
received calls from a hysterical woman declaring a cab driver was being beaten by the police.
When one of the persons at the station notified the cab company of Smith's arrest, cab drivers all
over the city began learning of it over their cab radios,” (Report of the National Advisory
Commission on Civil Disorders, 1968, p. 33). After the police refused to negotiate with civil
rights leaders representing a mob that formed outside, the crowd was dispersed by force, and
reports of looting came in not long after. The Newark riots had begun, and they would end up
being the most destructive race riot amongst the forty riots that occurred since Watts two years
earlier (Reeves, 1967). The violence, looting, and firebombing became so severe that units of

both State Police and National Guardsmen were sent into the Central Ward to lay siege to the city



(Reeves, 1967). According to newspaper articles written about the riots, “Scores of Negroes were
taken into custody, although the police said that 75 had been arrested...the injured in the
hundreds...more than 100 persons had been treated [in hospital] alone,” (Reeves, 1967).
Additionally, “A physician at Newark City Hospital said four persons had been admitted there
with gunshot wounds...stabbed or struck by rocks, bottles, and bricks,” (Carroll, 1967)
showcasing that police violence during the Newark riots was indiscriminate, racially charged,
and often fatal (Bergeson, 1982, p. 265). The initiating events in Newark would spread to other
major urban centers in New Jersey in the week following the riots, with varying degrees of
severity. Understanding the history of Newark, the inciting events of these riots, and the progress
of these riots is key to uncovering Newark’s and, in a broader sense, New Jersey’s role in the
Civil Rights movement.
Lasting Effects on the City of Newark

Twenty-six people died during the Newark riots, most of whom were Black residents of
the city, and over 700 people were injured or hospitalized during the riots. The property damage
resulting from the looting and fires valued at over ten million dollars, and spaces still exist where
buildings once stood (Rojas & Atkinson, 2017). The long-term physical and psychological
effects of the riots on the people of Newark and on the reputation of the city itself cannot be
understated (Rojas & Atkinson, 2017). Beyond the pain and grief caused by the loss of life and
property, the riots represented a paradigm shift for Newark as a city. The eruptive violence in the
city streets was perhaps the final nail in the coffin arranged by systemic racism, as Newark’s
reputation as a dangerous city plagued by violence and corruption solidified in the minds of its
former White residents and White generations long after (Rojas & Atkinson, 2017). As a result,

the entrenched Black communities of Newark found themselves losing tax revenue and job



opportunities quickly. The disadvantages that came from the riots and their causes only further
incentivized White families to keep their tax dollars and children as far away from Newark as
possible; this also occurred during a time in which taxes for police, fire, and medical services
were being increased to compensate emergency departments for their involvement in the riots
(Treadwell, 1992). Areas such as Springfield Avenue, once a highly commercialized street, were
turned into abandoned, boarded up-buildings, further contributing to Newark’s negative
reputation (Treadwell, 1992). What once were public housing projects, well lived-in homes, and
family businesses remain vacant and crumbling, if not already demolished from the looting and
fires fifty years ago which much of Newark did not rebuild (Treadwell, 1992). Even church
buildings which once conveyed a sense of openness to all of the public are lined with fences and
barbed-wire to prevent looting and vandalism (Treadwell, 1992). The riots did lead to Black and
Latino Americans vying for political positions that previously belonged to the White population,
ushering in the election of the first Black mayor and first Black city council members in Newark
in 1970 (Treadwell, 1992). Despite Black Americans gaining some control politically, the
Central Ward still lacked economic and social renewal, with any efforts towards regenerating
Newark failing to undo the larger effects of the riots of 1967 (Treadwell, 1992). Any of the
limited economic development that did occur was largely restricted to “White areas”, such as
downtown Newark, as opposed to the Black communities (“50 Years Later,” 2017). Larry
Hamm, appointed to the Board of Education at 17 years old by Newark’s first Black mayor,
expounds on the economic disparity between Black and White Newarkers, with “dynamism
[prevalent] downtown, and poverty in the neighborhoods,” (Hampson, 2017). Fifty years after
the riots, police brutality remains a constant for Black Newarkers, with a 2016 investigation into

the Newark police department finding that officers were still making illegal and illegitimate



arrests, often using excessive force and retaliatory actions against the Black population (“50
Years Later,” 2017). A city with a large Black population, one third of Newark residents remain
below the poverty line, with Newark residents only representing one fifth of the city’s jobs
(Hampson, 2017). Despite the foothold that Black Americans have gained in Newark’s politics,
the economic power largely remains in the hands of White corporations and organizations
(Hampson, 2017). Other economic factors, such as increases in the cost of insurance due to
increased property risk, tax increases for increased police and fire protection, and businesses and
job opportunities either closing or moving to different (Whiter) neighborhoods following White
flight also have a significant lasting economic impact on the city (“How the 1960s’ Riots Hurt
African-Americans,” 2004). The people of Newark were also affected psychologically and
emotionally. On one hand, many Black Americans felt empowered - their community had risen
against injustice and was largely successful in catching the nation’s attention despite the lack of
real organization, challenging the system that desperately tried to keep them isolated and creating
a movement that emphasized their power (“Outcomes and Impacts - the North,” 2021). Yet, just
as many Black Americans became hopeless, seeing a country and its law enforcement continue
to disregard their lives and stability, treating them as secondary citizens despite the many legal
changes made under the guise of creating equality (CBS New York, 2020). The riots of 1967
destroyed Newark’s reputation and economic stability, steeping the population in poverty. While
the Black Community used this opportunity to gain political power in the city and to jumpstart
the Black Power movement in New Jersey, many Black Newarkers remain in despair, seeing
their community members injured and killed with no change to the systemic cycle of racism that

perpetuates the city.



Newark Riot Panel Calls

Police Action ‘Excessive’

By HOMER BIGART

Special Lo The New York Times

MNEWARK, Feb. 10—A spe-
cial commission studying last
summer's riots in New Jersey
charged today that Newark po-
lice, state police and MNational
Guardmen used “excessive and
unjustified force™ against Ne-
groes.

The commission implied that

' Text of introduction to the
report is on Poge 30,

innocent bystanders had been
killed by “indiscriminate” shoot-
ing and found “evidence of
prejudice against Negroes dur-
ling the riot on the part of vari-
ous police and Mational Guard
Ielements.”

| *“There should be no mass
{firing at buildings that police
may suspect of harboring crim-
inals,” the l0-member Select
Commission on Civil Disorder

isaid in its report to Governor
|Richard J, Hughes.

Both Megroes and whites in|
INewark sense "a pervasive)
ifegling of corruption™ at City,
IHall, the report said, The com-
'mission proposed a special
‘grand jury investigation of the
lalleged corruption.

In describing the tensions
and frustrations that led to the
riots of July 12-17 in which 26
persons were killed and more
than 1,000 injured, the commis-
sion said it had seem no evi-
dence of any improvement in
relations hetween the Negro
community and the police. Dis-
trust, resentment and bitter-
ness continued,

The report dépicted the New-
ark Police Department as ill-
equipped and unprepared psy-
chologically for the outbreak,|
glthough signs of tension had
been clearly apparent.

It also cited testimony from
Mewark's Police Director, Dom-

inick Spina, that WNational
Guardmen were “trigpger-
happy.™

The commission’s report
went on to say that other Les-
timony “strongly suggested”
that state police clements, with
some help from  Mational
Guardman, staged a senseless
reprisal just when the dis-
orders had begun to ebb,

shooting up slores operated by
legroes in an action that em-

Contintued on Page 81, Column 1 |
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INewark Riot Panel Charges Folice Action Against Negroes VWas

Continsed From F:gw: I, Col 3

Bittered the | N.ngm commumity.

The commission recommend:
ol that the state take over
the (‘ll)‘x]'luh'hl: school system
to end an “vducational crisis™
here, State operation of a local
public school system is virtaal-
Iy unknown.

Hewark was urped to fallow
the axample of Mew York Cily

by ng o deceatrnlize |I-r:
ghn!;r system.  Further, the

|goat—the tereiblo place where
terrible peaple did everything]
wrang,

He did not comment more
specifically, saying he wanled
more time Lo gtudy ihe report,
lbut anather afficial said City
Hall would weloome “with
iamm 2 prand jury investipa-
Lion.
| The Mayer also supported thoe
lrecommendalion for a regional
government and for state con-
u-ul of the public schooks. the
said.

. the aboll-
tion of Municipal Courts and|
the transfer of their resiu I
sibilities to state courts, wl :h
the carmenissio
pull‘ltclily insulated.” '
The N u::nl.mt.ed the “as-
sem] lnlmd of justice i
:J]w ic: l Courts with their
o, Jack of dig-

nity, and af

" honald Malsfronte, adminis,
trative asasianl o the Mayor,
snid the Mayor did not receive|
sn official copy of the re
|umtil this evening altheug
!lm! bee M to 7ves<
!

med
d HDLY remiotad Bt cm.« Hall ne
i and Palice

spead o
“The Mtunl time spent on each
ranged from r.wu o 13|
mmu:s the on said.

BtrE::I’;‘f Spina failed to recog-
Rizg the r.‘epm of the Nlﬂm

i ?m;m:; a widespread f;n!
ng in Negro o |
the report sald, that the Munic-
ipal Court or some of its magis-
trates  discriminate  against|
blagks bath in conviction and)

commission said it had

the Megro community had besn

m:;imdsl:mlmﬁ

On civic on, the com-
raisslon moted that four grand
regentments in the [a
seven years had charged S‘:
zal interferences with the
d lack of-enforce-

wvent of gamb|
effective action was taken 1o
fallow up. thege. nnl!hmls.
tbt mm‘fsalnn

"’"‘#é‘..f"ﬁ“

m the role

he ré

zlo sal(f
£ cast Mewack)
handy scape-

commisslun sapd.

The Mayor was pictured as
confused when the riots got out
jof comtrob and  incapable of
mmkmﬁ decisions.
| The rmeport quoted
police official's account of hls
first meeting wlr.h the Mayor ai

3 F-.-M. an Jul.}; %
im [Addonizio]
the situation was. He
s::ud ‘It iz all gone, the whole
town s gome’ I asked him
where the problem was. He
#aid, “It is all over” I asked him

ok for. He

An almost complete lack
of communication developed
local, state and National

UETCLEsS,
i w:;mlfwuﬁhldpe-
caived @ Ain routi
Snipers from buldings. Tn £ha
eanfusicn ¢ spra Build-
Ings with bullets “indiserimi:
nuN . the report sald.
o

matters of grave concern and
shoutd  he quickly and =x|
hanssively investigated and re-
mwu appropriate grand|

1‘—|= only erigeal reference Lo
the Megro role in the Newark|
Fiots was made in the introduce
tigmn. The commission Suid:

“IF the evenis of last July
had one effect, it was Lo .shnw
that we can no longer esca
the issue. The question is wh
er we shall resort o illusson
or finally come to grips with
reality.

"1|\e illusion ia that force
slone will solve the problem.
But our snoiety canmol deliver
on_ila promises when terrar
stalks (ke street and disorder;
and lawlessness fear our com-
mnites apart.

“No group of people
betier themselves by dotmz
and breaking Iaws whai were
eaacied for

rowction of eve
must be condamn

the bepefit and
Rl l-ii

The L0-member mmmls&-‘uﬂ.l
whick included twa former Gov-!
arnors and three s, TEC-
emmendad sweeping roforms in
Mewark's pahce. legal and edu-
catignal T

It called for ln end of palit-
ical interference in the Polu::l
Department. I urged greater &f-
forts to recruit Negro and|

Puerto  Rican policemen and!
said qualified Negro lisatenants|
am! cagtains :-h.oubd' be placed

Anhwgb l‘k’s opula-
ton of &t is At
leagt 52 per cent and
ahout 10 per cent anlsn

the mmn—nssmn found

that thers were only 1489 Ne-
e and one Pwsm Rican on

e police foros, h has an
authorized su:usth of 1512

p_'gﬂ:: Negroes also suspected
that those who supported the
Addani

that & e by thel izio administration ware|
Mewark Police Department saig| favered in assipaments
that 11 deathe from shoot- Other mtmnmt]l;d:ums by
inmg_ et i tofa rb]:zl;m of
::mdudr the 41 o police  commissioners “‘repres

“The locatlon of death, thel
'nnmber of wounds, the manner)
which the wounds were
amlctad n1l ralse grave dmbts

senting the total Newark com-

GCreation by the husiness

uple

s
d d .-%nhqmﬁl o5 are

v of programa to hirs, :
upgrade and frain slom resi-
dents for jobs, and the mm!

tina. pracy]

the srport|

tices |n labor
®Creation hy ths state of a
master plan for the coatrol of
covil disorders.
qlnﬁ-eom “rict training mr
palics, restricted use of
ini rint conlrel, and the u:ah-
lishment of year-n
forces to maintaln communicas
tion hetween City Hall and the
slums. B
1A comprehensive  suRmer
program providing jobs and me-

LRy

as he did two years ago. to
mame a civilien review board
w look into complaints agaivst]
tha police, thers should he leg:
islation enabling the State So-
prame Court 10 appoint the
proposed five-man board.

To the Police

Jmage
=xid,

Bt recommended that the pro- |
posed use of police dogs bej
dropped, holding thag ihe toch- I
gl lm!wts ofa canine. corpsi
would be “far i
the hostile Tes this prosl
posal has in a larpel
sector of the communily.” g'!.

'rh: commission  ajse  ex-

racial  disorders in;

tharseld. where & wrme POIH!Q‘-

man was killed oy by N gra|
=, and in Engle

W“ ere did the onmlmman!

an or-|

mm;umcy by lh=|

EEr0es.
it cmd coptlicting testimony |
Police  Director,
s‘pllm. w‘hu mdncaml a[ one
point that & conspirs
But ot another point asldk “We|
m actuzl evidenca of my]
m:nd: conSpiracY.”

lmﬂ w
med

Elye New Hork Elmes
Putsistnt: Fabruaey 11, 168
Comrpright & Thas How Yoo Tt

many Negroes
Department kad 8 “hostile and|
e

‘Excessive”|

The enmmtsilon said that of|
91 persons arrested on weapons|
eharges  during  the  Mewarlk)
riads, anly 18 wers I'nam aut]
of town, Of the 1§, ail but twal
were Trom commun neu:h—|
horing Mewark, and two were|
Fram aoul of state — o from)
Brocklyn and cae from Atianta|

In Lheir findings the members|
af the commizeon disagraed on
only one point. A miwwil feit!
that Newurk was so ptl
that the anly way o d:nl with
the situation was outright con-|

salidatian of the city with|
mlghbnemg communities undes|
an_Essex County government |

The majority felt that totai]
consalidatlon was not reanlubl!l
now, S0 the commission’s pro-}
posal was that only ceraini
baskc services, such as police|
protecihon. should be conaoli-

dated throughout the county.
ol monz i A

figures in Newark had to the riots and demands.

Description: This source highlights what actions were used against the Black community of
Newark during the riots, and calls for change to the school systems of Newark and the abolition
of its Municipal Courts, citing that the institutions are inherently segregated and racist. This
source exposes the public opinion of Newark residents in the months following the 1967 riots,

the calls to change they made in light of the protests, and the response to these calls that political

Bigart, Homer. “Newark Riot Panel Calls Police Action 'Excessive'; Newark Riot Panel

Charges Police Action against Negroes Was 'Excessive'.” The New York Times.
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Courtrooms Calmas TrialsStart
For 27 Indicted in Newark Riots

By WALTER H. WAGGONER
Speeial 10 The Hew Tork Times

NEWARK, Sept. 25—Twenty
seven persons  indicted fo
crimes during the July rac
rlots here went on trial toda
In four unexpectedly quiet Es
iex County courtrooms,

The trials represented th
start of the county's prosecu
tion of about 200 people n
dicted for such offenses as ar
son, looting and carrvin
weapons during the five daw
of rioting that brought deatl
to 26 and injuries to more thar

In the only dispositions to
da’ﬁ, two gefendants were foune
Builty and one pleaded guilty

Theodore ). Woodard, 2:
years old, arrested by a trooper

what they took was small, we
subsequently downgraded to
nenindictable offenses.”

Forty-one persons were at
first listed for trial today, but
the trials of 14 were postponed
until next month.,

The 14 included LeRol Jones,
the militant Negro playwright,
who is charged with carrying
a weapon, and John W, Smith,
the MNegro cab driver whosc
arrest on the night of July 13
helped touch off the riots. He
Is charged with assault on pol-
loemen.

At a rally on the county
courthopse  steps  yesterday,
Mr. Jones warned that there
would b2 a large demonstra-
tion by Negroes when the hear-

on July 16, was found guilty ings got under way.

of possessing a .22-caliber zi

As a result, security restric-

gun, and Rooseveit Torain, 32 tions were imposed today, with
was found guilty of assault and city police and county detee-
battery for striking Newark De: tives and a state police con-
tective Richard Ballard with atingent prominently in evj
flashlight on July 14. George dence.
Willie Eunice, 38, pleaded puil- However, the attendance in
ty to possessing a knife. the four courtrooms was light-
Grand jurles, originally in-er than usual teday, and there
dicted about 700 people, but were no disturbances.
Brendan Byrne, the Essex In another development, Mr.
County prosecutor, announced Byrne had been named the
yesterday that the charges defendant in a sult filed yes
against all but about 200 hadterday in Federal District
been reduced to lesser, non- Court, which asked the court
indictable offenses, to end the prosecution of the
Basing his decision to reduce riot cases that got under way
the charges on similar actions in the courthouse this moming.
taken by those prosecuting ri-  The petition, filed by a group
oters In Los Anpeles and De-of 13 Negro pleintiffs, charges
troft, Mr. Buree sid of the racial  discrimination  against
Mewark defendants: enspag sedd vin'sSap oaf thedr

] TiEnik s,

Ehe New Ajork Times
Published: Septermnber 26, 1067
Copyright © The New York Times

Description: This source shows one
of the effects of the Newark riots,
which is the trial of 27 Newark
residents who allegedly committed
crimes during the riots. It identifies
what crimes were committed
during the riots, how many charges
were dropped, and how riots in
other areas, such as Los Angeles,
impacted the way the riots in
Newark were handled. This source
provides key information on the
immediate aftermath of the riots,
and how many lives were impacted

by the events.

Waggoner, Walter H. “Courtrooms
Calm as Trials Start for 27 Indicted

in Newark Riots.”

The New York Times. The New
York Times, September 26, 1967.
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Jersey Will Seek U.S. Funds to Rebuild Newark

By DOUGLAS ROBINSON  Rio¢ Victims Woald Get Food,jtoured the riot area, assessing
Spectal (5 The New Yort Times ", . the' damage and fhe cost of
NEWARK, July 17—A high-| Medicine, Business Loans |rehabilitation. The tour was a
ranking state official will leave! - ‘ prelude o a series of meet-
for Washington tomorrow in, and Maney for Rent ings on specific projects to
search of Federal emergency bring order from disaster. '
funds to _help rebuild this ment and the Housing and Ur-| Mr. Ylvisaker also discussed
shattered city. ) ban Development Department |the possibility of establishing u
Pau[' N. Yivisaker, New| He said these meetings|state  regional agency thal
it |Jersey's Commissioner of Com-lwould be used to explore the|would, with Federal help, pro-
Imunity Affairs, said he would| possibility of obtaining imme- vide continuing service for the
lask the Federal Government i i paor in such narthern New Jer-
diate funds without having to { phis™
for money to provide food have special laws passed, sey cities as Newark, Plainfield,
imedicine, rent supplements, Mr. Ylvisaker said he real- g:grs?mun!a?f Janrl'::s! g%n::';l[
loans to small businesses andized that Washington did not| o ion ™
lother essentials. P!“':'m”"!“:”‘:ef f“':‘g‘h"“ h‘{g He indicated that about $500,-
State and city officials, hag- . 1oy Fe e, 524 e wouldlggg ‘might soon be available
2E-|see if the state had overlooked| g "o e 4t dation f
. |gard and bleary-eyed from fivelany source of funds that might o et “‘I‘“ ation for
sleepless nights at command)be available. oD o Hneployent pr

. it
posts, said short-term Federlal Speed-Up of Funds g A spokesman for the city,
funds would be used to assist "«wo will make every effort| Donald Malafronte, an admin-
thousands of victims of theto point out the hardships suf.istrative assistant to Mayor
rioting in Newark’s ravaged Ne-fered by the people of HUBh J. Addonizio, said that
lgro sections. Newark,” he said at a news Nﬁ“".‘"‘ officials “’“I“!d e
] |conference, phasize economic assistance Lo
LonaRangs Pregram Mr. Yivisaker said he would|those injured innocently, rather
They also promised renewed aso urge a speed-up of money|than to” those who were riot-
efforts to get additional fundsfor the longrange ghetto "8
for long-range antipoverty pro-projects, which, he said, had He added that those whose
|grams, such as thase for better pebn slowed in recent months,“homes were chopped up” by
ischools, improved housing and  He disclosed that part of fusillades of bullets directed at
reduced unemployment. some $6.5-million already al-{Suspected snipers would also be
The leaders stressed, how-located by the New Jersey| considered for city help.
ever, that they would not be Legislature for antipoverty pro- An office of the Small Busi-
placed in the position of seem- grams was available for e nness Acministration has been
jing to be “giving out doliars siding the homeless and desti-|opened at city hall to assist
jas a reward for racial vio-tute. These funds, he said, are|those zpplying for loans to re-
lence." already being used for the food build or repair pillaged stores,
| “This has not been declared supplies that were given out| Mr. Malafronte said that a
a Federal disaster area because t at 11 distribution cen-local organization known as
that legislation refers specifi-ters in the Negro section. EAM (Total Employment and
cally to natural disasters,” Mr. Some 20 staff members of Manpower, Inc) would con-
Ylvisaker said. the Community Affairs Depart- tinue preparing a $4.3-million
Mr. Ylvisaker said he wouldment have already opened an project sponsored by the Fed-
meet with representatives of office at 1100 Raymond Boule- eral Department of Labor to
the Health, Education and Wel-vard to help ease the plight of train unemployed ghetto resi-
fare Department, the Attorneymany residents, dents for jobs. Work on the
General, the Office of Economic Meantime, Federal, state and program was interrupted by
Opportunity, the Labor Depart- city antipoverty officials the disorder.

TRAGIC- CONSEQUENCES; Thomas Jones, carrying one of his seven children, following a funeral dire::wr y&smh
day toward the burial ground of his wife, Mrs. Jessie Mae Jones, who was killed during the Newark viclence.

Ehe New Hork Times
Publighed. July 18, 1967
Copyright & The New Yerk Times.

Description: This source provides information on how politicians in Newark vocalized their
immediate responses from the riots, as well as how impactful the riots were on Newark and the
public, relying on funding from the Federal Government to mitigate some of those damaging
effects. It also shows the effectiveness of the riots in gaining attention to many of the racial
issues plaguing the Black neighborhoods in Newark, such as more funding for Black
neighborhoods, implementing welfare and poverty programs, and unemployment programs.
Noting the date on this source, it shows the immediate response the public had to the riots, the
national attention it would bring, and how the riots were successful at bringing many of the

issues Newarkers were rioting for/against to the political discussion.
Robinson, Douglas. “Jersey Will Seek U.S. Funds to Rebuild Newark; Riot Victims Would Get

Food, Medicine, Business Loans and Money for Rent.” The New York Times. The New
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NEWARK’'S MAYOR
CALLS IN GUARD
AS RIOTS SPREAD

DOWNTOWN IS HIT

Scores Are Injured—
Police Instructed
fo Retum Fire

By MAURICE CARROLL
sprciall 3 The Sew York Tines
MEWARK, Friday, July 14—
The Mational Guard was called
into this riot-4om city early bo-
day as Megro mobs spilled from
[thelr Cesrtral Ward ghetto into
(e heart af the doeatown bugi-

'ness districe.

Mayaor High 1, Addondzio tele-
phoned Gov, Richard J. Hughes
At 2:20 AM. and told the Gover-
nor that the mmpaging Negroes
who had looted, bursed and
smashed their way through the
city in the meond straight night
of vicdence had produced an
Hominous situation.

The Mayor's office said the
request for &id had Eeen
prompied by sxchanges of gun-
fire between the police and ri-
oters, the firebombing of sores
and by widespread booting.

Governar AgTees

He adgeed the Governor to
send in Matlopal Gimrdsmen
and staty froopgrs, The Gower-
nor agreed. There was no im-
mediate estimate as o the size
of ke reisTorcenentn  The
glale palice wive éxpéoed b
arrive before down and the
Guard during the day.

A3 [he Mayoc apoke Do the
Gowvernor,  shigen - wislding
pilicemien guarded fresnen whi
were fighting a ragisg blao: at
Broad and Mariet Streets, the
cemter of downtown Newsrk

The hgge firg drew handreds
of Megroes to il although &
fire depariment official denied
that the blaze, which swept a
huggage wore amd a ewelry
shop, had been sel by ke
riaters.

Bands of Megroes broke from
the crowd as she fire raged W
race through the business dis-
trict, They smashed windows
and scooped up whatever oot
they cowld find.

Police Fire in Air

Gunshots wene heard ln the

(hree others gtanding behind fence of jeweler and prwnbraker
it during sampage last night.
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AL Tha How Yk Tirws

Description: This source
identifies when the
National Guard was called
into Newark and how the
(largely White) public
outside of the Black
communities of Newark
responded to the spread of
the riots. It depicts the
rising injuries caused by the
riots, the over-policing of
the riots, and politicians'
responses to the violence of
the riots. This source
captures the beginning days
of the week-long event, and
acts as one of the first
sources to analyze when
piecing together the events

of the riots.

Carroll, Maurice.
“Newark's Mayor Calls in
Guard as Riots Spread.”
New York Times.



New York Times, July 14, 1967.
https://timesmachine.nytimes.com/timesmachine/1967/07/14/83616047.html?page

Number=1.

IV. NEWARK

The last cutburst in Atlanta cccurred on
night, June 2. That same night, in Newark, N.J., a
turmnslteous meeting of the planning board took place,
Until 4 a.m., speaker alter speaker from the Negro
ghetio arose 1o demounce the city’s intent to tum over
150 acres in the heart of the central ward as a site
wmsummmﬂmm:uh

The growing opposstion to the city admanistration
by vocal black residents had paralyzed both the plan.
ming board and the board of education. Temsion had
been rising so steadily throsghout the northern MNew
Jersey area that, in the first week of June, Col. David
Kelly, head of the state police, had met with municipal
police chiefs to draw up plans for state police support
of city police wherever a riot developed. Mowhere was
the termion greater than in Mewark

Founded in 1666, Ibedl‘y.. pa.rtvuf the Greater Mew
York City port complex, rises from the salt marshes
of the Pasaw River. Although in 1967 MNewark's
population of 400,000 still anked nt 30th among
American municipalities, for the past 20 years the
white middle class had been deserting the city for the
sisbuarhs.

Irs the late 1550%, the desertions had become a rout.
Between 1960 and 1967, the city lost a net total of
more than 0,000 white residents. Replacing them in
vast arexs of dilapwdated howsing where living condi-
tiana, accarding to a prominent member of the County
Bar Associatwon, were so bad that “people would be
kinder to their pets,” were Negro migrants, Cubans,
and Puerto Ricans. In 6 years, the city switched from

k1]

B3 percent white 1o 32 percent Megro and 10 percent
Puerto Rican and Cuban,

The white pogualation, nevertheless, retaimed political
contral of the city. On both the city council and the
board of eduration, seven of nine members were white.
In other key boards, the disparity was squal or greater.
Inﬂtnmtrnlm:d,whnmlhemodi:ﬂmﬂcg:um-
troversy raged, the Negro constituents and their white
councilman found themselves on opposite sides of
almost every crucial issue,

The municipal admiristration becked the ability
w respond quickly encugh to navigate the wwafily
changing currents, Even had it had grea astatenes,
it would have lacked the financial resources to affect
significantly the course of events.

In 1962, sven-term Congressman Hu.g'hﬂﬂdnumﬁ
kad forged an ItaBan-Megro coalition to overtheos
longtime Irmh control of the city hall A Bberal in
Congress, Addonizin, when he became mayor, had
opened his door to all people. Negroes, who had been
exchuded from the previous  administration, were

Nevertheless, progress was slow, As the Hegro popu-
lation increzxsed, more and maore of the Pﬂiliqzlbf ars
enited found the progress inadegquate.

The Negro-Italian coaliton began to develop strains
over the isue of the police. The police were lasgely
Ialian, the persoms they arrested were largely Negro.
Community leaders agreed that, as in many polie
forces, there was a small minerity of officers whe abused

The Kerner
Commission is one of
the most important
sources regarding the
Newark riots of 1967,
as it is an official
government
document outlining
the events of the
riots, why the riots
happened, and the
effects the riots had
on Newark through
extensive research

and interviewing. The

1968 National Advisory Commission on Civil Disorders Report has unique origins, in which
sitting President Lyndon B. Johnson in 1967 tasked a commission specifically with determining
the causes of the rising number of U.S race riots that had occured that summer, with the riots in
Detroit and Newark acting as catalysts for the founding of the commission. While Johnson
essentially anticipated a report that would serve to legitimize his Great Society policies, the
Kerner Report would come to be one of the most candid and progressive examinations of how
public policy affected Black Americans’ lives. The Commission was led by Illinois Governor
Otto Kerner, and consisted of ten other men, most of whom were White. The only non-white
members of the Commission were Roy Wilkins, an NAACP head, and Sen. Edward Brooke, a
Republican from Massachusetts. Despite the lack of racial representation on the commission, the
members placed themselves in the segregated and redlined Black communities they were writing
about, interviewing ordinary Black Americans and relaying their struggles with a humanistic

clarity that was largely uncharacteristic of federal politics in the 1960s. This report identified


https://timesmachine.nytimes.com/timesmachine/1967/07/14/83616047.html?pageNumber=1
https://timesmachine.nytimes.com/timesmachine/1967/07/14/83616047.html?pageNumber=1

rampant and blatant racism as the cause of the race riots of 1967, starkly departing from Lyndon
B. Johnson's views on race relations and in the process establishing historical legitimacy as a
well-supported and largely objective source. The Kerner Commission clearly outlines how
segregation, White Flight and police brutality contributed the most to worsening race relations
and rising tensions between Black communities and the White municipal governments who
mandated said communities. (Depicted is the section specifically on Newark, but the entire

document is a useful resource!)

Report of the National Advisory Commission on Civil Disorders. Bantam Books, 1968.
https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=cat03997a& AN=RUL.b115507

2&site=eds-live&scope=site.

their responsshility. This gave credibility o the cries of
“brutality!™ voiced Frmdrﬂh'hfwlm Megroes.
In 1965, Mayor Addonizio, acknowledging that there
wias “a small group of misguided individuals™ in the
mng,ﬂ:ileuudﬂut "it is vital te establish once
ar all, in the minds of the public, that changes of
alleged polsce brutality will be thoroughly investigated
and the appropriate legal or punitive action be aken
Il the changes are found to be substantiated.”

Pulled ane way by the Negro citizens who wanbed
lpﬂﬁmmwhﬂfﬂ,:ndlbenﬂm'hplbepn]mqubn
sdamantly oppesed it, the mayor decided to transfer
“the control and investigation of complaints of palice
brutality sut of the hands of both the police and the
public and into the hands of an agency that all can
support—the Federal Bureau of Investigation,” and to
send “a copy of any charge of police brutality *= * *
directly o the Prosecutor’s office.” However, the FBI
could act only if there had been a violation of a per-
sor's federal civil rights. Mo complaint was ever heard
of again.

Mor was there much redress for other complaints.
The city had ro money with which 1o redress them_

The city had already reached it begal bonding Hmat,
yet expenditures continesed 10 ouwstrip income. Health
and welfare costs, per capita, were 20 times a8 great
as for some of the surrounding communities. Cramped
by its small land area of 23.6 square miles—one-third
of which was taken up by Newark Airport and unus-
able marshland —ard surrounded by independent jur-
isdictions, the city had nowhers to

Taxable property was contracting as land, cleared
for urban renewal, lay fallow year after year. Property
taxes had been increased, perhaps, to the point of
diminishing returmn. By the fall of 1967, they were to
reach $661.70 on a $10,000 house—double that of
subnsrban communities* As a result, people werne refus-
ing either to own or to renovate property in the city,
Seventy-four percent of white and 87 percent of Negro
Tamilies lived in rental homsing. Whoever was able to
move to the suburbs, moved. Many of these persors,
a8 downtown areas were cleared and new affiee build-
ings were constructed, continued fo work in the ciry.
Among them were a large proportion of the people
from whom a city normally draws its chvic beaders, but
whao, after moving out, tersded to cease imeolving thes-
selves in the community’s problems

During the daytime Newark mare than doubled i
population—and was, therefore, forced to provide
services [or a large number of people who contribubed
nothing in property taxes. The citys per capita outlay
for police, fire protection, and other municipal serv-
ices continued to increase. By 1967 it was twice that

" The legal wax rate is §7.76 per $100 of market walue.
Hm,h‘-'_ﬂlﬂl“.lmdﬂlﬂﬂmm!
ol market value md-llﬂh;rduehgnemm
h“\ﬁlwl

af the surrounding area.

Cansequently, there was bess money to spend on
education. Mewark's per capita outlay on schools waa
considerably bess than that of surrounding communi-
ties. Yot within the city's school satem were 78,000
children, 14,000 more than 10 years earlier.

Twenty thousand pupils were on deuble sesions. The
dropout rate wis estimated to be as high as 33 per.
cent. OF 13,600 Negroes between the ages of 16 and
19, mare than 6,000 were not in school. In 1960 over
hall of the adult Negro population had less than an
cighth grade education.

The typecal ghetto cycle of high unemployment,
family breakup, and crime was present in all its ele.
ments. Appromimately 12 percent of Negros wers
without jobs. An estimated 40 percent of Negro chil-
dren lived in broken homes. Although Newark main-
major city, its crime rate was among the highest in the
Nation. In narcotics viclations it ranked fifth nation-
ally. Almaost B0 percent of the crimes were commitbed

within 2 miles of the core of the city, where the central
ward is located. A majority of the criminals were
MNegro, Most of the vietims, likewise, were Negro. The
Mafia was reputed 1o control much of the organized

Robert Curvin, CORE oficial, trigs ts calm crowd in Newark,
July IR67

Under such conditions a major segment of the Negro
population became increasingly militant, Largely ex-
cheded from pesitions of traditonal political power,
Negroes, tutared by a handiul of militnt wocial activ-
ists who had moved into the ety in the early 1960,
made use of the antipoverty program, in which poor
people were guaranteed representation, as a political
springboard. This bed to fnction between the United
Community Corporation, the agency that administered
the antipovery program, and the city administration.

When it became known that the secretary of the
board of education intended to retire, the militants
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propossd for the position the city's budget directar, a
Negro with a master’s degree in accounting. The
mayor, however, had already nominated a white man.
Sinee the white man had only & high scheol education,
and at least 70 percent of the children in the school
system were Negro, the bsue of who was o obtain
the secretaryship, an important and powerful position,
quickly became a focal isswe,

Joined with the issue of the 150-acre medical school
site, the area of which had been expanded to wriple the
original request—an expansion regarded by the mili-
tants as an effort to dilute black political power by
moving out Negro residents—the board of education
battle resulted in a confrontation between the mayor
and the militants. Both sides refused o aleer their

positions.

Inta this § stepped & Washington  Negro
mamed Albert Roy Csbormne. A flamboyvane, 42-year-
old former wig salesman who called himsell Colorse]
Hassan Jeru-Akmed and were a black beret, he pre-
sided ewver a mythical “Blackman's Volunteer Army
of Liberation.” Articulate and magnetic, the sell-¢com-
misssoned “colonel” proved 1o be a one-man show, He
brought Megro residents flocking to baard of education
and planning board meetings. The Colonel spoke in
violent terms, and backed has words with violent ac-
tion. At one meeting he tore the tape from the official
stenographic reconder.

It became maore and more evident to the militants
that, though they might not be able to prevail, they
could prevent the normal transction of business. Fili-
bustering began. A Megro former State asemblyman
held the fioor for more than 4 hours. One mesting of
the board of education began at 5 p.m., and did not

2

adjourn until 3:2 am. Throughout the months of
May and June, speaker after speaker warned that if
the mayor persisted in naming a white man as secre-
mfmﬂm-'lmudnlnduﬂ.ﬁ:nanﬂhum'msnhcnd
with plans for the medical school site, violence wowld
ensue. The city administration played down the threats

Umn June 27, when a new secretary to the board of
education was to be named, the state police set up a
mdpﬂdhﬂnﬁn&uﬁmq.

The militants, led by the local CORE {Congress of
Racial Equality) chapter, disrupted and ook over the
board of education meeting. The outcome was a stale-
mate. The incumbent secretary decided 10 stay on
another year, No one was satisfied,

At the beginning of July there were 24,000 unem-
ployed Megroes within the ity imits. Their ranks were
swelled by an estimated 20,000 teenagers, many of
whom, with school aut and the summer recreation pro-
gram curtailed due 1o a lack of funds, had no place

Police, Guerdemen collar afleged losterr, Nawart, July 1367

On July 8, Newark and East Orange police at-
tempted to disperse a group of Black Musims. In the
melee that followed, several police officers and Bfus-
lims suffered injuries necesatating medical treatment.
“The resulting charges and countercharges heightened
the tension between police and Negroes.

Early on the evening of July 12, a cabadriver named
John Smith began, sccording to police reports, tailgat-
ing a Newark police car. Smith was an unlikely candi-
date to set a riot in motion. Forty years old, 3 Georgian
by birth, he had attended college for a year before
entering the Army in 1950, Tn 1953 he had been hon-
crably discharged with the rank of corporal A ches-
playirg wrumpet player, be had worked a1 8 musician
and a factory hand before, in 1963, becoming & cab-
diriver.

As a cabdriver, he appeared to be a harard, Within
a relatively short period of time he had eight or nine
accidents, His Boense was pevobod. When, with a




wﬁminp_mgu"mhi!ab,h: mi‘hﬂpﬁdhyﬂm
police, he was in violation of that revocation.

From the high-rise sowen of the Reverend William
P. Hayes housing project, the residents can ook dewn
on the crange-red brick facade of the Fourth Precinct
Police Station and chserve every mivement. Shortly
after 9: 30 pum., people saw Smith, who either refused
or was umable 16 walk, being dragged out of a police
car and into the front door of the station.

Within a few mimutes, at least pwo civil rights lesders
received calls from a hysterical woman declaring &
cabdriver was being beaten by the police. When one
of the persons at the station potified the cab company
of Smith's arvest, cabdrivers all over the city began
bearning of it over their cab radios.

A crowd formed on the grounds of the housing proj-
ect across the narrow street from the station. As more
and more peaple armived, the description of the beat-
ing purportedly sdministered to Smith became more
and more . The descriptions were sap-
pﬂ'hedlrymh!rmp!umnfpuim that,
ower the vean, had been submined for investigation—
halhldmerhﬂnlmﬂlnl’lpht

Seweral Negro ¢ lephoned by a
civil nghuvmrhrandml‘n-meﬂn!m denu-mun;
sitaation, nu}mimlh::nmr_ﬂyll:lti pm,tbe

night watch, was called. He arrived at approximately
10:30 p.m.

Met by a delegation of civil rghts leaders and mili-
tants who requested the rght to see and interview
Smith, Tnspector Melchior acceded to their

‘When the delegation was taken to Smith, Melchior
agreed with their observations that, as a result of in-
juries Smith had suffered, he needed to be mamined
by a doctor. Arrangements were made to have a palice
car transport him to the hospital.

Both within and oatside af the police station, the
atmosphere was eleciric with hostility. Carloads of
police officers arriving for the 10:45 pm. change of
shifts were subjected to a gauntlet of catcalls, taunts,
and curses,

Jeined by Ofiver Lodton, administrative director of
the Mewark Legal Services Project, the Negmo com-
munity leaders inside the saizon requested an inter-
wiew with Inspector Melchior. As they were talking 10
ibe inspector abour inlGating an investigation to de-
termine how Smith had been injured, the crowd out.
side became more and more unruly. Two of the Negro
spokesmen went outside o atempt to pacify the
peaple.

There was little reaction to the spokesmen's appeal
that the people go home. The second of the two had
just finishied speaking from atop a car when several
Malotoy cocktails smashed against the wall of the
police station,

-1 OB

With the call of “Fire!™ most of those inside the
sation, police officers and civilians alike, rushed out
of the front door. The Malotov cockeails had splasered
o the ground; the fire was quickly extinguished.

Irm Melchior had a.lqu.udol' men [orm a
line acroes the front of the station. The police officers
and the Megroes om the other side of the street ex-
changed volleys B;]:lﬂm

Three af the leaders, Timothy Stll of the
Unﬂnﬂﬂmmﬂ‘r Robert Curvin of
CORE, and Lofion, requested they be given another
oppartunity to disperse the cpowid. Trspectar Melchior
agreed to ket them try and provided a bullhorn It
was apparent that the several hurdred pensons who
had gathered in the street and on the grounds of the
housing project were not going to disperse. Therefors,
it was decided to arempt to channel the energies of
the people into & nonviolent protest While Lofton
promised the crowd that a full imeestigation would be

Dusdide #ith Precinct Staiion Hewre, Newark, fuiy 1987

made of the Smith incident, the other Negro leaders
urged those om the scene o form a line of march
toward the city hall.

Bome persoms joimed the line of march. Ckhers
milled about in the narow street, From the dark
grounds of the housing project came a barrage of
rocks. Same of them fell among the crowd. Others hit
persond in the line of march. Mary smashed the win-
denws of the police station. The rock shrowing, it was
believed, was the work of youngsters; approxmmately
2,500 children Fved in the housing project.

Almost at the same time, an old car was st afire
in & parking lot. The line of march began to disinte-
grate. The police, their heads protected by Word
War I-type helmets, sallied forth io dispene the crowd.
A fire engine, arriving on the scene, was pelted with
rocks. As police drove people away from the station,
they scatered in all directions,

A few minates later, 2 nearby ligeor siore wis
broken into. Some persoms, seeing a earavan of cabs
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appear at City Hall to protest Smith's arrest, inter-
preted this as evidence that the dsturbance had been
organized, and generated rumors to that effect.

However, only a few stores were looted. Within a
short period of time the dsorder ran its course.

The next aftermoon, Thursday, July 13, the mayor
described it a3 an isolated incident, At & meeting with
Megro leaders 1o diseuss measures 10 defluse the sitaa-
o, he agreed to appoint the int Negro police cap-
tain, and anneunced that be would set up a panel of
citizens bo mvestigate the Smith armest To one civil
rights leader, this sounded like “the playback of a
record,” and he walked cut Other observers reparted
that the mayor seemed unaware of the seriousness of
the tensions.

'I']'bepulif:w-:rl:mt. Unknown to the mayor, Domi-
nick Spina, the Director of Police, had extended shifts
Fromm B heers 1o 12, and was in the process of mobilizing
half the rength of the depariment for that evening,
The night before, Spina had arrived a1 the Fourth
Precinet Palice Station at approgimately midnighe, and
had witnessed the latver hall of the disturbance. Earlier
in the evening he had held the regularly weekly “open
house™ in his office. This was intended to give any
pennnwbn wanted to talk tu]'l'.mmngm'h.m'll‘_rh

do so. Not a single person had shown wp.

As director of police, Spina had initfated many new
programs: police-precinet councils, composed of the
police precinct captain and business and civic leaders,
who would meet ance 2 month to discus mutual prob-
lems; Junicr Crimefighters; 8 Boy Scout Explorer pro-
Fram for each precenct; mandatory human relations
training for every officer; a Citizens” Observer Pro-
gram, which permitted citzens o ride in police cam
and observe activities in the satons; a Police Cader
program ; and others.

Many of the programs initially had been received
enthusiastically, bul—as was the case with the “open
Tensse™—interest had fallen off. In geneml, the pro-
grams failed to reach the hard-core unemployed, the
dizaffected, the school dropouts—of whom Spina esi-
mates there are 10,000 in Emex County—that consti-
tute a major portion of the police problem.

Reports and rumors, i:'u;'luding; one that Smith had
died, circulated through the Negro community, Ten-
sian continued to rise, Nowhere was the tension greater
than at the Spirit House, the gathesing place for Black
Mationalises, Black Power advocates, and militants of
every hue. Black Muslims, Ovthodox Moalems, and
members of the United Afro-American Asocation,
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new and growing organization that follows, in general,
the teachings of the late Maleolm X, came regularly
to mingle and exchange views. Antiwhite playwright
LeRol Jomes held workshops, The two police-Negro
clashes, coming ene on top of the other, coupled with
the unresobved political mues, had created a state of
Crisis,

Omn Thursday, inflammatory leaflets were cnculated
in the neighborhoods of the Fourth Precimet. A

and pawnshops were the principal wrgets. Periodically,
police officers would appear and fire their AP
owver the heads of looters and moters. Laden with ssolen
gaods, people began returning to the housing projects.

MNear midnight, activity appeared 1o taper ofl, The
mayar told reportess the city had tarmed the comes.

As news of the disturbances had spread, howeser,
people had fiocked into the sirects. As they saiw sores
being broken into with impunity, many bowed 1o

“Police Brutality Protest Rally” was e for
early evening in fromt of the Fourth Precinct Station,
Several television stations and newspapers sent mews
teams o interview people. Cameras were set up, A
cromed

A picket line was foemed o march in front of the
police station, Bepween 7 and 7: 30 pum,, James Threatt,
executive director of the Newark Human Rights Com-

isson, arrived to ce to the people the decision
of the mayar to form a citizens group o investigate the
Emith incident, and hn:lr:ul.:n.thm tar thie rank of
captain.

The response from the: leosely millingrnl.u.:i pﬂyle
was derisive. One youngster shouted “Black Power™
Rocks were thrown at Threatt, a Negro. The barrage
of missiles that followed placed the police station under
SIERE.

e e

Nowark durmg July 1967 diserder

Afver the barrage had continued for some minutes,
palice came out o disperse the erowd. According to
witnesses, there was lintle restraint of lamgaage or ac-
twan by either side, A number of police officers and
MNegroes were injused

As on the night before, once the people had been
dispersed, reports of kooting began to come in. Soon
the glow of the firsg fire was seen.

Without enowgh men 1o establish contrel, the palice
set up a perimeter around a T-mile stretch of Spring-
field Avenue, one of the principal business districts,
where bands of youwths roamed up and down a'ruuhing
windows. Grocery and liguor siores, clothing and furni-
ture stores, drugstores and cleaners, appliance stores

ptation and joined the loating.

Without the necesary personne] to make mass ar-
rests, pofice wers shooting into the air 1o clear Mores.
A Negro boy was wounded by a .22 caliber bullet
said 1o have been fired by a white man riding in a car.
Guns were reported stoden from a Sears, Roebuck store.
Looting, fires, and gunshots were reported from a
widening area. Between 2 and 2:30 a.m. on Friday,
_[u]'r |-|-.I]unnanr|i::i.d=dwmquﬂtﬂuu.ﬂid1md].
H'ughﬂ o dispaich the stare pu]u:e and Matiomal
Guard troops. The finst elements of the state police ar-
rived with a sizeable contingent before dawn.

During the morning the Governor and the mayaor,
together with the police and National Guard officers,
made 3 reconnamsance of the area. The police escort
guarding the officials arrested Jooters as they went. By
early aftérnoon the Natonal Guard had st up 137

Newark, fuly 1967

roadblocks, and state police and riot teams were
beginning to achieve eontrol, Command of antiriot
operations was taken over by the Governor, who de-
creed a “hard line” in putting down the riot.

As a result of wechnbcal difficulides, such as the fact
that the city and state police did mot operate on the
same radss wave-lengths, the three-way command
structure—eity  police, state police and National
Guard—waorked poorly.

Ar 530 pm. that aftermoon, the l':.'mih' of Mrs. D
J. was standing near the upstairs windows of ther
apartment, watching leoters run in and out of & Furni-
ture store on Springfeld Avenue. Three carbosds of
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palice rounded the comer. Mﬂl.:pﬂl.in:yﬂl:d af the
Iooters, they hegan running.

The palice officery apﬂrdﬁm.ﬁh.llk:mm}md the
kitchen window in M I J'.'l. apartment. A mament
later she heard a cry from the bedroom, Her S-year-old
daughter, Debbie, came runming into the room. Blood
was streaming down the left Sde of her face: the bullet
had entered her eye. The child spent the next 2 months
in the hospital. She lost the sight of her left eye and
the hearing in her left sar

Simultaneowsly, on the street below, Horace W. Mor-
ris, an associate director of the Washington Urban
League who had been visiting relatives in Newark, was
about to enter a car for the drive to Newark Airport.
With him were his two brothers and hzs 73-year-old
stepfather, [saac Harrson. About 6 persons had been
on the street watching the looting. As the police arrived,
three af the losters cut directly in front of the group
of spectators. The police fired at the looters. Bullets
plowed into the spectatons. Everyone began running.
As Harrison, followed by the family, headed toward
the apartment building in which he lived, a bullet
kicked his begs out from under him. Horace Morrs
lifted him to his feet. Again he fell, Mr. Morris® brother,
Virgil, attempied to pick the old man wp. As be was
deing s, be was hit in the beft leg and right forearm,
Mr. Mosris and his other brother managed to drag the
twe wounded men into the vestthule of the 'build'mg.
jammed with 60 to 70 frightened, angry Negross,

Pullets contineed to spatter against the walls of the
buildings. Finally, as the Arng died down, Morms—
whose stepfather died that evening—yelled to & ser-
geant that innocent people were being shat,

“Tell the black bastards 1o sop shooting at us,” the
sergeant, a.l:\:\:m’ing 1o Morra, ﬂ'plitd.

“They doa't have guns; no one is shooting at
you,™ Morris said,

"Woia shut up, there's & sniper on the roof,” the ser-
geant yelled.

A short time later, at approximately 5 pm., in the

same vicinity, a police detective was killed by a small
caliber bullet. The origin of the shot could not be de-
termined. Later during the riot, a fireman was killed
by a .30 caliber bullet. Smipers were blamed for the
deaths of both.

At 5:30 pm., on Beacon Steet, W. F, twold J. 5.,
whise 1959 Pontiac be had taken to the station for
inspection, that his front brake needed fixing. J. 5.,
whi had just returned from work, went to the car which
s paried in the street, jacked up the [ront end, took
the wheel off, and got under the car.

The street was quiet. More than a dmeen persons
were sitting on porches, walking about, or shopping.
Mane heard any shots Suddenly several state troopers
appeared at the carner of Springfield and Beacon. J. 5.
wia gtartled by a shot clanging into the snide of the
garbage can next to his car. As he looked up be sw a
sate (rooper with his rifle pointed at him. The next
shat struck him in the right side .

At almost the same instant, K. G, standing on a
porch, was struck in the right eye by a bullet. Both he
and J. 8. were critically injured.

At B pm., M L. M. bundled her hushand, her
hushand's brother, and her four sons inte the famdily
car to drive to & restaurant for dinmer, On the retarn
trip her husband, who was driving, panicked as he
approached a Mational Guard roadblock. He slowed
the car, then quickly swerved around, A shot rang out.
When the family reached home, everyans began piling
out of the car. Ten-year-old Eddie failed to move. Shot
through the head, he was dead.

Although, by nightiall, mast of the looting and bum-
ing had ended, reports of saiper fire increased The
fire was, according to New Jersey National Guard re-
ports, “deliberately or otherwise inaccurate.” Maj.
Gen. Jumes F. Cantwell, Chaef of Staff of the New
Jersey National Guard, westified before an Armed Sere-
ices Subcommitiee of the House of Representatives
that “there was too much firing initially against sniper™

Dherebied car ablaze in Newark dirorder, July 1967
36




because of “conflusion when we were fnally called on
for help and our thinking of it as & military action,"

“As a matter af face,” Director of Palice Spina tald
the Commission, “down in the Springfield Avenoe area
it was so bad that, in my opinion, Guardsmen were fir-
ing upon police and police were firing back at them
# # & | really don’t believe there was as much sniping
as we thought ® * * We have since compiled sta-
tistics indicating that there were T3 specified instances
af sniping.”

Several problems contributed to the masconceptbons
regarding snipers: the lack of commumications; the
fact that one shot might be reported hall a dozen
times by hall a dosen different persons as it caromed
and reverberated a mile or more through the city;
the fact that the National Guard troops lacked riot
training. They were, said a polsce official, “young and
wery seared,” and had had Isttde contact with Negroes.

Within the Guard itself contact with MNegroes had
cerainly been lamited. Although, in 1949, out of a
force of 12,529 men there had been 1,183 Negroes,
[ollewing the mtegration of the Guard in the 1950
the number had declined until, by July of 1967, there
were 303 Megroes in a force of 17,579 men.

On Saturday, July 15, Spina received a report of
sniipers n a howsing projece. When b arrived he saw
approximately 100 National Guardsmen and police
officers crouching behind vehicles, hiding in cormers
amd lying on the ground around the edge of the
courtyard.

Since everything appeared quiet and it was broad
daylight, Spina walked directly down the middle of
the street. Nothing . As he came 1o the Lt
building af the comples, he heasd & shot. All around
him the woopers jumped, believing themselves to be
under siper fire. A momsent bter & young Guandsman
ran from behind a building.

The director of palice went over and asked him if
he had fired the shat, The soldier said yes, be had fired
o scare a man away from & window; that his orders
were to keep everyone away from windows.

Spina said he told the soldier: “Do you know what
you just did? You have now created a state of hysteria,
Every Goardsman up and down this street and svery
state policeman and every city policeman that is pres-
ent thinks that somebody just fired a shot and thai it
'upl'nh.'lbly I.lﬂipcf.'"

A short time kter more “gunshots™ were heard, In-
vestigating, Spina came upon a Puerto Rican sitting
en a wall. In reply to a question as 1o whether he knew
“where the firing is coming from* the man said:

"That's no firing. That's Grewarks. 1f vou look up o
the fourth floos, you will see the people whe are throw.
ing dewns these cherry bombs.”
hjfﬁi_::;jm‘hhﬂr truckloads of Mational Guardsmen

arri troopers and policemen were again
crouched everywhere, looking for a sniper. The direc-

tor of police remained at the scenc for three hours, and
the only shot fired was the ene by the guardsman

Neverthelss, at sax o'clock Ih.'l.lnul.i:g fwo columns
af Natsonal Guardsmen and state troopers were direct-
ing mass fire at the Hayes Housing project in response
o what they believed were snipers.

Omn the 10th floor, Eloise Spellman, the mother of
several :hiH.r:nr Eell.abul]etﬁ.rmgl‘l keer meck.

Across the street, a number of persons, stamding
mn an apartment window, were watching the firing
directed at the housing project. Suddenly, several
troopers whirled and began firing in the gereral di-
rection of the spectators. M, Hanie Gaiper, 8 grand-
mother, mnk to the floor,

A block away Rebecca Brown's T-year-old daughuer
was standing at the window. Mr. Brown rushed 1o
drag ber to safety. As M Brown was, momentarily,
framed in the window, & bullet spun imo ber back.

All three women died,

Pusoriot food diriribution st church in Neorsls 17 157
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A pumber of eye withewses, at varying times and
places, reported seeing botthes thrown from upper
story windows, As these would bard st the feer of an
officer he would turn and fire, Thereupon, other oficers
ardl Guardsmen up and down the sireet would join in

In order 1o proveet his property, B, W. W, the owner
af a Chinese laundry, had placed a sgn saying “Soual
Brother" in his window. Between | and 1:30 am., on
Sunday, July 16, he, hn mother, wife, and brother,
were watching television in the back room. The neigh-
barhood had been quiet. Suddenly, B. W. W. heard
the sound of jeeps, then shots.

Going 10 an upstairs window he was able to look
oul into the street. There he chbeerved several jeeps,
from which soldiers and state troopers were finng into
stores that had “Soul Brother™ signs in the windows.
Dwring the course of three nights, accosding to dozers
ol eye wimess repons, law enforcement officers shot
Ento and smashed windows of busineses that contained
signs indicating they were Negro-owned.

At 11 pm., on Sunday, July 16, Mrs. Lucille Pugh
lncked aut of the window to see if the streets were clear,

By Monday afiernoon, July 17, state police and Na-
tiomal Guard forces were withdrawn. That evening, a
Cathalic pr.iul: saw bwa qu men m].ﬁ:h:g dewem the
street. They were carrying a case of soda and two bags
of grocenies. An ummarked car with five pobice officen
pulled up beside them Two white officers got out of -
the car. Accusing the Megro men of looting, the officer
mbdndm'npul: the groceries on the sidewalk, then
kicked the bhags open, scattering their contents all ower }
the street.

Telling the men, “Get out of here,” the officers dirowve
off. The Catholic priest went across the street to help
gather up the groceries. One of the men tormed to himm:
“T'we just been back from Vietnam 2 days” he said.
“and this is what I get. I feel like going home and get-
15 a rifle and shonting the cops.™

Of the Emﬁr:a]mmarrrhadbmhbe.md 13
were comsidered by the city to have been “serious.”
O the $10,251,000 da.rn.'l.ge total, fear-hfths was due ta
stock lom. Damage to buildings and fixtures was less
than §2 million.

Twenty-three persons were killed—a white detective.
& white fireman, and 21 Negroes. One was Ti-year-old
Isaac Harrison. Six wers women. Two were children.

She then asked her I'I-y':a.r\-old son, Micharel, 1o take
the garbage out. As he reached the street and was
illuminated by a street Light, 2 shot rang out. He died.

Teaching Strategies/Guiding Questions/’Big Ideas”:
How did Newark play a role in the Northern Civil Rights movement?

The Civil Rights movement in the North is largely ignored, yet mapping and understanding how
Newark was involved in the Northern Civil Rights movement is crucial to their understanding of
where racism exists, the forms it took, and that all of America was culpable. Ask students how
the Newark riots compared to the riots they have learned about in the North, such as Detroit.
What remains the same? How do the tactics differ? What are the rioters claiming as the reason
for the riots? Have the students use the primary sources to outline key parts of the Newark riots:
the causes, the events, and the outcomes. Then, have students use these answers when comparing

to other Civil Rights movements they are familiar with/have been taught about in the class.
How did riots in the North compare to riots in the South during the Civil Rights movement?

The Civil Rights movement in the South is largely what students consider to be the entire Civil
Rights movement. Newark is an example of the large impact the North had on the Civil Rights
movement and justice for Black Northerners. How does racism in the North compare to racism
found in the South? Which of these institutions remain, despite “legally” being resolved? Why is
dismantling institutional racism so difficult? Have the students use the primary sources and what

rioters claim were the reasons for the riots to help answer these questions, then, have the students



compare Newark to riots they have learned about in the South, such as Selma. How do these riots

differ? What remains the same? Which riots were more effective, and why do you think so?
Violence vs. Nonviolence

Riots that are discussed in classes during units on the Civil Rights movement are usually ones
that remained nonviolent, yet violence also has a strong place among race riots. What is the
purpose of using violence or nonviolence during a protest? Have the students read through the
primary sources. Given the context you know of these riots, do you think the violence was
justified (both by the rioters and by law enforcement) in Newark? Why or why not? Which type
of riot was more effective, violent or nonviolent? Why do you think so? Would the results of the
Newark riots have changed if they used nonviolence as opposed to violence, and why or why

not?

Lesson Plan Attached in Following File

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_hwU-VeUM4 OsWs3VI MwtXMRna7TAGbrdOsTvkAn
nCO/edit#n

Document-Based Question: Given the primary sources, were the Newark riots effective or
ineffective? In your response, define what an “effective riot” is, and use four of the five sources
to defend how you categorize the Newark riots. Consider what tactics rioters/law enforcement
used, the effects of the riots in Newark and the Civil Rights movement as a whole, and whether

the demands from the rioters were met or change was implemented systemically.
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Journal of Black Studies 12, no. 3 (March 1, 1982): 261-74.

https://search-ebscohost-com.rider.idm.oclc.org/login.aspx?direct=true&db=edsjsr& AN=

edsjsr.2784247 &site=eds-live&scope=site.

In this source, Bergesen argues that there is not enough systemic data in policing during the riots
and examines the specific circumstances of each death during the 1967 Detroit and Newark riots
to identify what police violence was explicitly done. This source is utilized to cite specific
instances of fatalities during the Newark riots at the hands of brazenly violent police officers.
Lieberson, Stanley, and Christy A. Wilkinson. “A Comparison between Northern and Southern

Blacks Residing in the North.” Demography 13, no. 2 (1976): 199-224.

https://doi.ore/10.2307/2060801.

Leiberson and Wilkinson compare and contrast factors such as employment, education,
relationship status, and job type to compare Black migrants traveling across the United States
and ultimately come to the conclusion that despite regional differences, Black Americans were
largely treated equally poorly regardless of if they were native to a certain region or migrants
from another. This source is utilized to elaborate on the Great Migration and establish Newark’s
Black public sphere in the 20th century as one made up of Black Southern migrants moving to
the North in pursuit of work.
Mumford, Kevin J. Newark : A History of Race, Rights, and Riots in America. American History
and Culture. New York University Press, 2007.
https: rch h m/login.aspx?direct= = AN=RUI..b140884
3&site=eds-live&scope=site.
Mumford’s Newark is another heavily utilized source that provides a large scope of background

information and context surrounding Newark as a city and the Newark riots, and ultimately

argues that white flight, police brutality, and ethnic tensions led to the outbreak of rioting in


https://search-ebscohost-com.rider.idm.oclc.org/login.aspx?direct=true&db=edsjsr&AN=edsjsr.2784247&site=eds-live&scope=site
https://search-ebscohost-com.rider.idm.oclc.org/login.aspx?direct=true&db=edsjsr&AN=edsjsr.2784247&site=eds-live&scope=site
https://doi.org/10.2307/2060801
https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=cat03997a&AN=RUL.b1408843&site=eds-live&scope=site
https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=cat03997a&AN=RUL.b1408843&site=eds-live&scope=site

1967. This source is widely used to support arguments surrounding the large-scale exodus of

middle class whites from Newark during the 40s and 50s.

Sugrue, Thomas J. “Northern Lights: The Black Freedom Struggle Outside the South.” OAH
Magazine of History 26, no. 1 (January 2012): 9-15. doi:10.1093/oahmag/oar052

In Thomas Sugrue’s work “Northern Lights: The Black Freedom Struggle Outside the South,”

Sugrue argues that the historiography surrounding the Northern Civil Rights movement is

changing, and that the violent turn in attitude as the movement crossed from the 1960s into the

1970s should not be considered a failure. This source is used to detail the changing and unique

landscape of the Northern Civil Rights movement and how it differentiates itself from the

Southern Civil Rights movement.

Sugrue, Thomas J. Sweet Land of Liberty : The Forgotten Struggle for Civil Rights in the North.
1st ed. Random House, 2008.

This source argues that the North played a larger and more complex role in the Civil Rights

movement than it is often given credit for, as Southern Black Americans traveled to the North

and settled in cities that were seeing increasing numbers of its White tenants fleeing for the

suburbs. This source provides useful background knowledge on the Great Migration and is an

in-depth analysis of White flight, both in the north and beyond.

Theoharis, Jeanne, and Komozi Woodard. Freedom North : Black Freedom Struggles Outside the

South, 1940-1980. 1st ed. Palgrave Macmillan, 2003.

https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=cat03997a& AN=RUI .b132708

6&site=eds-live&scope=site.

In this source, Theoharris and Komozi argue that the general perspective of the Northern Civil

Rights movement as an aggressive subordinate to the Southern Civil Rights Movement are


https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=cat03997a&AN=RUL.b1327086&site=eds-live&scope=site
https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=cat03997a&AN=RUL.b1327086&site=eds-live&scope=site

conceptions that lack historical basis. This source was used to expand on the formation of poor
Black communities and the effects of redlining.
Consulted Sources

Robinson, Douglas. “Jersey Will Seek U.S. Funds to Rebuild Newark; Riot Victims Would

Get Food, Medicine, Business Loans and Money for Rent.” The New York Times.
The New York Times, July 18, 1967.
https://timesmachine.nytimes.com/timesmachine/1967/07/18/90375693.html?page
Number=22.

This source was consulted to piece together a more complete understanding of what happened
during the Newark riots. Furthermore, it sheds light on the aftermath of the riots and the recovery

effort that followed.
Sullivan, Ronald. “Negro Is Killed in Trenton.” New York Times. New York Times, April

10, 1968.
https://timesmachine.nytimes.com/timesmachine/1968/04/10/89130687.pdf?pdf re

irect=tr ip=0.

This source was consulted to provide additional context to the Newark riots by comparing the

events to another instance of racially motivated violence in another city in New Jersey.
Waggoner, Walter H. “Courtrooms Calm as Trials Start for 27 Indicted in Newark Riots.”

The New York Times. The New York Times, September 26, 1967.
https://timesmachine.nytimes.com/timesmachine/1967/09/26/83634623.html?page
Number=41.

This article was consulted to detail and elaborate on the aftermath of the Newark riots, as well as
how the city government responded to the violence of the protest and how it would examine the
legal repercussions to riots from other key cities in the United States to frame what legal

measures would be implemented.


https://timesmachine.nytimes.com/timesmachine/1967/07/18/90375693.html?pageNumber=22
https://timesmachine.nytimes.com/timesmachine/1967/07/18/90375693.html?pageNumber=22
https://timesmachine.nytimes.com/timesmachine/1968/04/10/89130687.pdf?pdf_redirect=true&ip=0
https://timesmachine.nytimes.com/timesmachine/1968/04/10/89130687.pdf?pdf_redirect=true&ip=0




Instructions: Make a copy of this document for each source. With a partner, write 1-2 sentences
for each letter!

Name:

Title of Source:

Type of source:

A: Author -

P: Place and time -

P: Prior knowledge -

A: Audience -

R: Reason -

T: The Main Idea -

S: Significance -



Media Project: Newark Riots of 1967 (Grades 10th-11th)

1) Central Focus/ Big Idea.
Provide rationale that shows content knowledge.

The central focus of this lesson is to analyze the causes, events, and effects of the Newark riots, to bring
the Civil Rights movement into the context of state history and the Newark riots into the larger context
of the Northern and Southern Civil Rights movements, and to develop a deeper understanding of the
debate surrounding the use of violence in the Civil Rights movement.

2) Content Standards
NJ Student Learning Standards (NJSLS) align with central
focus and learning objective(s).

6.1.12.CivicsPI.13.a: Craft an argument as to the effectiveness of the New Jersey Constitution of 1947,
[New Jersey Supreme Court decisions (i.e., Hedgepeth and Williams v. Trenton Board of Education), and
[New Jersey’s laws in eliminating segregation and discrimination.

6.1.12.HistoryCC.13.c: Determine the impetus for the Civil Rights Movement and generate an
evidence-based argument that evaluates the federal actions taken to ensure civil rights for

African Americans.

3) Learning Target(s)/Objectives:

List appropriate, observable, and measurable objective(s)
describing what learners are expected to be able to do at
the end of the lesson.

Given five primary sources, students will be able to answer the DBQ: Given the primary sources, were
the Newark riots effective or ineffective? In your response, define what an “effective riot” is, and use
four of the five sources to defend how you categorize the Newark riots. Consider what tactics rioters/law
enforcement used, the effects of the riots in Newark and the Civil Rights movement as a whole, and
whether the demands from the rioters were met or change was implemented systemically, in 3-5 pages,
citing information from four of the five sources to expand their points and use as evidence for their
argument, with 85% accuracy.

4) Academic Language and Supports -

Teacher and student discourse uses the vocabulary, syntax,
and representations specific to the content area to support
student learning.

For this component, list the different terms, ideas, names, dates, or concepts that are central to this lesson. There
are two major categories:

Information knowledge (IK): content, basic information,
names/dates/places; the “what”

Example: what was the name and birthdate of the first
President of the United States?

Procedural knowledge (PK): higher-order thinking,
critical skills, comparison, analysis, synthesis; the “how”
Example: which president was more effective in
office—Abraham Lincoln or Lyndon Johnson? Why?

Information Knowledge
e  When did the Newark riots take place?
e  What was the inciting event of the Newark riots? What other context is there for the riots given the
larger Civil Rights movement?
What are the definitions of “violence” and “nonviolence” in the context of the Civil Rights movement?
What is institutional/privatized racism?
What measures of discrimination existed in the South compared to the North?
How many days did the Newark riots take place?
Procedural Knowledge
e  Why did the Newark riots result in violence?
e  Why do Northern Civil Rights movement protests and rioting often use violence, while Southern riots use
peaceful protesting?

® Why is the Newark riots important to New Jersey’s history?



https://dspace.sunyconnect.suny.edu/bitstream/handle/1951/65133/Lesson%20Planning%20for%20edTPA.pdf?sequence=21&isAllowed=y%00

e Why do you think it is often overlooked in history classes and when discussing the Civil Rights
movement?

e  What racism and discrimination that Newark rioters were protesting against still exist today?

e s it harder to dismantle institutionalized racism compared to other types of racism? Why/why not?

5) Materials
List appropriate resources used to engage learners.

[J Laptops
Copies of the Primary Sources (available online and in print for students who prefer hard
copies/have accommodations)

(] canvas

6) Technology
Describe how technology was considered for promoting
learner engagement.

The technology for this lesson includes laptops for the students to write their essays with and the digital
copies of the resources they must use to defend their argument. Having the students use laptops
[promotes their skills using Google Docs which is a practical skill that can be transferred to their daily
lives and in other subjects outside of Social Studies. Using laptops also promotes their engagement by
making the essay easier to read, so that when they peer review anonymously, handwriting does not give
away which student wrote each essay and allows each student to read each other’s works without the
difficulty of illegible handwriting, as well as allow practice with the commenting function in Google
Docs.

7) Prior Knowledge
Identify the knowledge, skills, and/or academic language
necessary to prepare learners for this lesson.

Prior knowledge for this lesson includes previous discussions in Social Studies classes about the Civil
Rights movement, information on how Black Americans were discriminated against since their arrival in
the United States/the New World, and what discrimination still exists today. Students must have prior
knowledge and skills of assessing primary sources, including APPARTS, and have practice in writing
and supporting arguments in an essay-style format.

8) Content Description

Indicate relevance of content concepts through pedagogy
appropriate for content as well as student development
and engagement

See above: Central Focus and Objectives.

10) Lesson Beginning
How will the lesson start and engage learners?

Day 1:

1. Teacher will begin the class with a brief discussion on what students think of when they hear
the term “Civil Rights movement”. Teacher will use scaffold questioning to encourage critical
thinking and introduce the Newark riots, including questions such as “Did the Civil Rights
movement exist in New Jersey? Did it exist in the same way? Where/What were some protests
that took place? Can you name some Civil Rights protests that happened in the Northern United
States? Why do you think of other riots and protests (i.e. Selma) instead of those in Newark or
Detroit?” etc., preparing students to discuss the Civil Rights movement in the context of New
Jersey’s state history.




11) Lesson Body 2. Teacher will instruct students to open their Canvas page and go to the current module.

Instructional strategies outlined to facilitate student 3. Teacher will explain to students the five sources they will be reading, giving context on the

learning Newark riots and connecting the riots to what students have already learned about the Civil
Rights movement.

4. Teacher will have students discuss in pairs the different sources, completing the APPARTS
document in the module for each source to aid in their analysis of the sources.

5. The end of Day 1: Students will recollect for a discussion with the teacher about what they
found in the sources, what potential arguments they could make, and what sources could be
used to support those arguments.

6. Teacher will share with students the DBQ prompt sheet, and go through the instructions with
the class. Teacher will tell students that the DBQ will not be assigned till the next class period,
in which they will spend the entirety of the class period writing their essays.

7. Teacher will allow the students the rest of their class period to outline their DBQs

Day 2:

1. Teacher will remind students about the instructions of the DBQ essay, what the students are to
do, to completely answer each part of the question, and to use four of the five sources to
support their arguments.

2. Teacher will allow students the rest of the class time to write their DBQs, assisting students
when needed.

12) Lesson End/Closure Day 3:
How will the lesson end to promote student learning and 1. Teacher will make copies of each students’ essays and distribute them anonymously through
application? Canvas,

2. Teacher will instruct students to read two of the essays and leave comments on Google Docs,
including what each author did well and what could use improvement. (This allows students to
gain peer-editing skills, as well as skills navigating Google Docs).

3. For the final 15 minutes of class, students will be allowed to look at comments on their essays
and revise what they have written, taking into consideration each comment.

4. Teacher will provide the feedback from each essay to the student who wrote the essay, and will
then grade the DBQs using the attached rubric.

5. Teacher will post a discussion board on Canvas that allows students to ask any questions they

may still have on the topic, and the teacher will respond to each post.

13) Assessment
How will you know objective(s) were met? How will you
analyze data? How will you provide information?

Students will be assessed by their completed DBQ essays. Students will be assessed on whether they
responded to each part of the DBQ questions, the clearness of their argument and whether it can be
proved using the sources. They will also be assessed on whether they used four of the five primary
sources as evidence in their paper, and whether that evidence backs their claims.




Sources used to develop and provide context to this lesson are located in the “Annotated Bibliography”
in the previous file.

s://docs.google.com/document/d/ 1 KHfEqmpYdBJ834wN33NZG NpFzao-EtxNsVxegxCV3HO0/edit?



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KHfEqmpYdBJ834wN33NZG_NpFzao-EtxNsVxgxCV3H0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KHfEqmpYdBJ834wN33NZG_NpFzao-EtxNsVxgxCV3H0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pKiMEv85IImFBXMj53BD-uVp0YXvBR4ZxqfVbsXJQB8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pKiMEv85IImFBXMj53BD-uVp0YXvBR4ZxqfVbsXJQB8/edit?usp=sharing

Instructions: You will spend a full class period independently answering the following DBQ in
paragraph essay format. Use four of the five primary sources to support your argument (Cite the
sources as they are numbered on Canvas). Make sure to include an introduction and conclusion,
and to analyze why the evidence from the sources you chose support your claims! When you are
finished, submit your essay via Google Docs on Canvas in the following format: “Last name,
First Name: DBQ”.

DBQ: Given the primary sources, were the Newark riots effective or ineffective? In your

response, define what an “effective riot” is, and use four of the five sources to defend how you
categorize the Newark riots. Consider what tactics rioters/law enforcement used, the effects of
the riots in Newark and the Civil Rights movement as a whole, and whether the demands from

the rioters were met or change was implemented systemically.

Rubric:

Persuasive Essay : DBQ: Newark Riots of 1967

Teacher Name: Ms. Burd

Student Name:
CATEGORY |4 - Above Standards |3 - Meets Standards |2 - Approaching Standards |1 - Below Standards
Focus or The thesis siaement The thesis statement The thesis SEIEMEn? OulNes The thesss stalement does
Thesis names ihe wopic of the names the topec of the some of all of the main poents 10 be (not name the omec AND
Statement |S553y and outines me ESEAY. descussed bul does not name the  |does nol preview what will
main points to be Iopic. e discussed.
discussed.
Evidence Student uses and cites 4 | Swdent uses and cites 3 | Swdent uses and oes 1-2 of the 5 | Swdent uses and cites 0
and of the 5 pnmary sources, |of the 5 primary souwrces, |prmary Souces, and explanatons |of the 5 premary SOunces,
Examples and explanations ane and explanations ane ane given thal shows how each and no explanalons e
given that show how each |grven that show how each |peece of evidence suppons the OrVEeTL
piece of evidence mece of evidence author 5 POSHION.
suUppons the author.  's |supports the author' s
pOSition. POSILIOnN.
Grammar & |Author makes no emors in | Author makes 1-5 emors | Author makes 5-9 efoes in Author makes more than
Spelling grammar of spelling that  |in grammar of speling  |grammar of speling that disiract | 10 @mors in QRammas of
destract the reader from that distract the redader |ehe: reader from the Conent Spedlng that destract the
th corEnt. from the content. e dches oM el CONBENT
Peer Student contributed Swident contributied Student contribuld comments 10 | Suadent ded notl contnbule
Rewview mgannghul comments 10 | Meannghul COMMENnts 10 | two Mudents * #Siays. prowding (COMImants. on My of the
WD SN | easayE. one of the students ' fetdback on i what Ty oed | Students ' eSsays. and dd
pronviching feedback on ESAAYS. prowviding aboul the essay OR what could nol provede feadback on
whal thay iked about the | feedback on whal thiry WS ETIOAOVETETL wihil Ty loid about the
essay and what could use |lked about the essay and essay OR whal could use
Mo Nt wihal could use T ORI
Improvemeent
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