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Mozart and DaPonte’s Cosi fan tutte have long been a contentious piece in the operatic repertoire. The subtitle “the School

for Lovers” begs the question: what lesson do we learn at this school? Is the title itself the only answer to be gleaned from this
story of faith and betrayal; that “all (women) are like that”? Who is attending this school and to what end? Are Guglielmo and
Ferrando there to learn that women can’t be trusted? Are Fiordiligi and Dorabella attending to learn their own inconstancy or
to learn the truth about their supposedly trusting fiancées? Or is it possible that in allowing the misguided notions of an older
generation (Don Alfonso) to play out upon the naivete of the young with hilarious results, Mozart and DaPonte are presenting
us with an indictment of the very cynicism that seems to motivate Don Alfonso’s puppet-master actions? Or, to speak in meme:

no one:
no one:
absolutely no one:

Don Alfonso: Cosi fan tutte.
Everyone Else: Ok Boomer

-- James Kenon Mitchell

Thank you to Johnathon Pape and Boston Conservatory for the titles for our production.



